
Call to Worship (Ps 100) 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship the LORD with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing. 
Know that the LORD is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
For the LORD is good; 
his steadfast love endures for ever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Hymn: 198 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ 
 
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
Loving Heavenly Father, 
accept our humble thanks for the beauty and goodness of the 
world you have created for us and for all you have blessed us 
with. You have given us fullness of life. You guide and inspire us. 
You cover us with your grace day after day. 
You offer comfort in times of sorrow 
and a peace that passes all understanding, 
even in times of trial and uncertainty you surround us with your 
love and hold us in the palm of your hands. 

Forgive us Lord, 
when we take these things for granted. 
Remind us of the abundance you have poured out on us. 
Help us listen for your voice leading us, prompting us to answer 
your call, encouraging us to give back, to respond in generous 
humility to your grace, goodness and mercy. 
Compel us to reflect something of your love for us as we give to 
enable your work in our church, our communities, our nation and 
our world. Lord hear our prayer we ask in Jesus name and join 
together now the prayer he taught us saying: Our Father who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ


And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory for ever Amen. 

 
Bible Readings: Ephesians 1:3-14 (GNT) and Philippians 2:1-11 (CEV) 

 
Offering Prayer 
Loving Heavenly father,  
we come before you this morning on our National Giving Day, 
remembering that you gave us Jesus our Saviour, 
 who is Christ the Lord and that  
you give us life and breath, you fill the world with beauty, 
our hands with bounty, and our hearts with the desire to give. 
We know that there is always a struggle with how much we have 
and need and how much we can give. 
But we humbly bring before you now our offering given in so 
many different ways praying that you will accept these gifts, 
and that you would pour out your blessing on the gifts and the 
givers, and multiply it so that your word and your presence and 
your love can be made known through all we do as your church, 
your special family here in Fossoway/Cleish. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: 502 Take my life Lord let it be 
https://youtu.be/Gf11rReeWIs 
 
Reflection 
Today is the Sunday we have chosen to celebrate our National 
Giving Day this is something that all the congregations in the 
Church of Scotland have been asked to do by our General 
Assembly.   
My thanks go to everybody who has worked so hard over these 
last long months to keep our churches in Cleish and Fossoway 
going through all the adversities we have faced. It has not been 
easy at times and some very dedicated people have given of their 
time, talents, knowledge, skills and gifts to keep us going. They 
have also taken on their shoulders the responsibility of keeping 
everybody who comes into our church safe and keeping all the 
rules and regulations issued by both state and church.   

https://youtu.be/Gf11rReeWIs


 
Successive rounds of Covid restrictions and risk assessments 
and inspections, Kirk Session meetings where difficult decisions 
and plans had to be made via zoom, discovering and getting a 
handle on new technology, hours of developing seating and floor 
plans, printing posters and sticking up hazard tape, cleaning the 
church, finding the right cleaning materials and equipment, taking 
out pew cushions and replacing them, making sure we had the 
right licenses for new initiatives, finding ways of singing hymns 
when we couldn’t sing hymns, learning how to offer hospitality 
and still keep to the restrictions, taking the risk of actually being 
here and welcoming folks to our churches once again… 
and keeping our sense of togetherness, our spiritual connection 
to Christ and our sense of trust and faith going … 
and all within the scary times of living with Covid…  
I thank all these dedicated people for all they have done and are 
continuing to do. 
It has not been easy for anybody and don’t think for one minute 
that I have mentioned everything that has been going on and is 
still going on. Everybody is living with a certain level of anxiety 
and energy levels seem to flag very quickly and things very 
quickly become too much to add to an already difficult burden.  
And in amongst all of this people have been generous in keeping 
their donations, their weekly, or for some monthly, offerings 
coming into our churches even when the church buildings were 
closed. These weekly or monthly offerings are the essential 
income that our churches need to keep going and stay alive.  
 
Without all our extra fund raising activities we are struggling to 
keep everything going. This week of National Giving is an 
opportunity for folks from our churches and communities to give a 
little extra to keep our churches going. It would be very difficult to 
imagine our communities without our churches being there at 
their heart.  
 
Over these last 18 months you may have missed coming to 
different events and services that the churches would usually 
have been providing and at each one of these events you would 
probably have given some money for a tea or coffee, a cake or 



biscuit, a lunch or meal, a ticket or a donation or you might have 
bought something. Take a moment to try and add up in your head 
what you might have given in normal times to your church over 
these last 18 months …and think about still giving it even though 
we have not been able to provide those things for you, because 
your church needs it to survive. 
 
God has called each one of us here to be a part of his church, his 
body, his special fellowship. We have heard the message of 
Christ and we have all responded and God has blessed us all. 
We bring a wide diversity gifts, not just our money but each one 
of us with our own special personality our own special skills 
talents, experience and gifts… We work with God as we are led 
to exercise and share our gifts freely for the growth of his 
Kingdom. 
 
As it said in that passage we heard from Ephesians – we bring 
our thanks to God for ‘he has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly world.’ We have been chosen and called 
and we have been joined in holy union with Christ our brother.  
Rich are the gifts that God has bestowed upon us - by the blood 
of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven. How great 
is the grace of God, we have become God’s people, his children, 
he has claimed ownership of us by putting the stamp of his Holy 
Spirit upon us.   
 
And in our reading from Philippians we hear that Christ is 
encouraging us and wishes to comfort us with his love. God’s 
spirit unites us and we are to make him happy by living in 
harmony and showing our love for one another.  We are to be 
humble and caring always in full accord and of one mind and we 
are to think the same way that Christ Jesus thought. Then we are 
given the true example of the humility and giving of Christ in the 
hymn that follows – words that we sing often in the hymn ‘At the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow’.  Christ gave his all – that 
we might have true life and love – gifts to each one of us that are 
priceless and greater than any gift we can give in response.  
 
We live in a society that is all about ownership and possessions.  



We know what is ours and we go to great lengths to keep it.  
The American writer and pastor Matt Laney tells a story of taking 
his young son to MacDonald’s to buy him some chips (though he 
called them fries). As the boy munched away happily, Matt 
innocently reached over for a fry. “Dad!” came the 
 response. “Those are mine!”  
Stung by this rebuke, the father alerted the son to a number of 
factors which might just be relevant to settling this dispute: 
provision of car and of fuel; the ordering of food; the forking out of 
hard-earned cash. A key moment of decision had arrived for the 
youngster: “At that point he begrudgingly handed over a few 
measly little fries he didn’t want anyway.”  
 
So here’s the question: Whose fries are these? The son’s? Or the 
father’s? And was the boy’s giving really any kind of giving at all?  
 
Generosity is more than simply an attitude; it finds its meaning 
and purpose in action that flows from gratitude. If we truly 
appreciate sharing in God’s eternal Love, does it not follow that 
our response should be one of a heart, which is grateful for such 
an unspeakable gift, and of a mind open to our own giving as part 
of our lived-out faith.  
 
Might we say that to be humble before God, contemplating both 
God’s nature and our own, is nothing less than the beginning of a 
life-changing realisation, as we tentatively grasp our place in a 
universe too vast to be reckoned with? As tiny creatures of little or 
no ultimate significance, still we find ourselves enveloped by 
God’s amazing grace... and so we too might join with St Paul in 
kneeling at the name of Jesus. Then we will be ready to confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord: Lord of life; Lord of the Church; Lord of 
all that we are and – yes! – Lord of all that we call “our own”.  
 
It is in response to God’s love that we bring our gifts.  It is in 
acknowledgement that we can do so much more together, as 
Gods special family, than apart – that we bring our gifts. It is in 
the knowledge that our presence through our church buildings 
brings the presence of Christ to the heart of our communities – 
that we bring our gifts. It is in the sharing of our churches and all 



that we do in our community that we make Christ known and we 
grow his kingdom – that we bring our gifts. It is through our love 
that we bring our gifts – gifts not just of money but also of 
dedication of willingness and of loving hearts. Thanks be to God 
for all his gifts and goodness to us and thanks to all those who 
have given and done so much to keep our churches alive. Amen 
 
Hymn: 182 Now thank we all our God 
https://youtu.be/J07OeeXR2vM 
 
National Giving day Blessing from the  
Very Rev Dr Susan Brown 
 
For the life you have given us 
and all the good things it contains, 
we praise You, Creator God. 
For all those You have made, 
sisters and brothers of every kind, 
we praise You Creator God. 
For the way You hold us all in Your love, 
Gifting us even Your own Son, 
we praise You Creator God. 
Send us out to share that love with open hearts and hands. 
And praise be to You Loving, Creator God – 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
now, this moment, and forever more. Amen 

https://youtu.be/J07OeeXR2vM

