
Call to Worship (Inspired by Ps 1) 

You, loving God, are the ground of our being and the river of life; 
we are like trees rooted in your love, you steady our roots 
and draw them to seek your living waters. 
 
You are like the sunlight enticing us taller and like the breeze 
rustling our leaves. You are with us through hard seasons of 
summer heat, and in the nights when winter’s frost ice the 
landscape your love warms and sustains us. 
 
You are everything to us. You have provided the whole of 
creation for us. O let our gratitude be great, let our praise be 
plentiful, let us join our hearts in worship mow. Amen! 
 
Hymn: 154 O Lord my God 
https://youtu.be/PdE_NKyY_o0  
 
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
Creator God, you formed our universe from a shapeless void;  
You fashioned the planets and forged the stars;  
You established the seasons and determined life’s rightful order:  
Creator God, we worship you 
 
Word of Life,  
you spoke over your creation and made it live;  
You painted nature into beautiful colour;  
You stirred seas and rivers to song;  
You called forth creatures of every shape and size:  
Word of Life, we respond to you!  
 
Spirit of Life,  
you gathered the dust of the earth  
and made a man and a woman;  
You breathed life into them, that they might know you;  
You filled your earth with tribes and nations;  
You entrusted your precious world to us your family:  
Spirit of Life, we welcome you!  
 
“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”  

https://youtu.be/PdE_NKyY_o0


Almighty God, today we celebrate the good gift of your creation;  
yet we are aware of how humankind has betrayed your trust 
we are aware of how we have spoiled the wonderful creation that 
you gave us, we have not been the good stewards that you 
expected and our world is suffering. 
Forgive us we pray, and lead us in new ways to care for all you 
have made and for one another. 
fFr grace and mercy and love beyond all understanding we bring 
you our thanks and praise and join together in the words that 
Jesus taught us saying: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts as we  forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory for ever Amen. 
 
Bible Readings 
Genesis 2:4b-23 (GNT), Psalm 104:10-17 (GNT) 
 
Hymn: 137 All things bright and beautiful 
https://youtu.be/iUnQMvwaXlc  
 
Reflection 
As you may have guessed from some of our readings today, I 
thought that we should think about trees, this morning, which is 
the third week in our Season of Creation. 
Trees may seem a surprising theme to talk about in a worship 
service, yet, you know the Bible has a lot to say about trees. 
From its first chapter  - which we’ve heard over the last couple of 
weeks - to its last one too. From the tree of life that we heard 
about in our reading this morning to the tree of new life in the 
New Jerusalem that we hear about in the Book of Revelation, and 
even in our reading from Ps 1 that we heard in our Call to 
Worship and our reading from Ps 104 this morning - the theme of 
trees recurs many times…many more times even than those 
mentioned. 
 

https://youtu.be/iUnQMvwaXlc


I don’t know if you remember me saying last week how important 
bees are – our whole world could be changed for ever if we lose 
the bee… 
Well trees are even more important they are vital for the life of all 
of us – human beings, animals, birds, fish the whole of creation 
depends on the tree.  
So many of life’s vital ingredients: clean air; fresh water; 
nourishing food; fuel for warmth, are all dependent on trees. 
Trees are an invaluable part of our world. In fact there would be 
no life on earth without trees and other plants. They produce 
oxygen for us and other animals to use, and they absorb the 
carbon dioxide we breathe out! Trees also provide habitat and 
food for countless animals, and food and medicines for us all.  
Forests are the nurseries of life – they contain more species per 
hectare than any other kind of land- based habitat.  
Trees are so important to our existence that we need to protect 
them, and grow them.  
 
It’s the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 and there is a special 
initiative called ‘The Queen’s Green Canopy’ that we are being 
encouraged to join in with by the Church of Scotland. People from 
across the United Kingdom are being asked to ‘Plant a Tree for 
Jubilee’. 
 

Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girl-guiding groups, 
villages, cities, counties, schools and businesses will be 
encouraged to play their part to enhance our environment by 
planting trees from October, when the tree planting season 
begins, through to the end of the Jubilee year in 2022.  There’s a 
focus on planting sustainably and the hope that the Queen’s 
Green Canopy will create a legacy of honour of the Queen’s 
leadership of our nation, which will benefit many future 
generations.  

As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green 
Canopy will dedicate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands across 
the United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s 70 years of service.  



Community groups (residents’ associations, Scout and Girl-
guiding groups, youth and sports clubs, Rotary Clubs etc) are all 
being encouraged to get involved in Planting a Tree.  The 
Woodland Trust is a partner of the QGC and they have some free 
trees for schools and community groups. From Oct 2021 to March 
2022 – the tree- planting season - they have over three million 
saplings in tree packs, available on a first come, first served basis 
and they are also providing information on how best to plant 
them. From the beginning of Oct you can take a photo of your 
tree and put it on the Queen’s Green Canopy website and you 
can also mark it on a special online map. You can also order 
an official plaque to mark the occasion for generations to come. I 
think that this is something that we as a church could get involved 
with and we could encourage our school and community to get 
involved with as well. 
 
This is a quote from the ‘History of Scotland’s Woodlands’, from 
the Scotland’s nature Agency website: www.nature.scot 
“Woodland cover around 5,000 years ago reached Shetland and 
the Western isles…then began to decline, largely due to early 
agriculture. By the time the Roman legions of Agricola invaded 
Scotland in AD82, at least half of our natural woodland had gone. 
Much of it was replaced by peatland”. 
“By 1900, woodland covered only about 5% of Scotland’s land 
area, as many small and isolated blocks”. By the early 21st 
century it had risen to 17% and we can make the figure rise even 
higher. 
 
Forests and trees are the lungs of our planet, each precious tree, 
each precious plant produces the oxygen we breathe in and 
consumes the Carbon Dioxide we breath out. We need them to 
be able to live.  
We can find new harmony with creation if we are willing to listen 
to the groaning of the world. We, human beings, need to stop the 
destruction of the wonderful world that God has given us by 
reducing our carbon emissions, by considering the environment in 
every decision we make, and by planting trees wherever we can. 
 

http://www.nature.scot/


“The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the East, and there 
he put the man he had formed. 9 He made all kinds of beautiful 
trees grow there and produce good fruit. In the middle of the 
garden stood the tree that gives life and the tree that gives 
knowledge of what is good and what is bad.” 

The phrase ‘knowledge of what is good and bad ‘ is an interesting 
translation of the Hebrew טֹוב ָוָרע ("tov wa-raʿ"), which actually 
translates as the tree of ’good and evil’, these are linked words 
and this is a type of figure of speech – it’s a way of saying 
‘everything’, so the two trees are more easily understood as the 
tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of everything -   
so on the one hand you have life on the other knowledge.  
Humankind represented by the figure of Adam later on in the 
chapter chooses to eat from the tree of knowledge. Is it enough to 
merely have life? It is only with knowledge that a person can even 
understand what being alive is?   
 
Knowledge brings an understanding of what is right and wrong, 
and also brings the discernment to choose which is best for our 
survival. At this moment in time when we hear and see all around 
us the effects of global warming, which are being increased by 
the de-forestation that is happening all over the world – now is the 
time to plant more trees. This is the right thing, the 
knowledgeable thing to do. 
Now is the time to celebrate the wonderful world God has given 
us. Now is the time to truly appreciate the beauty of our planet,  
Now is the time to acknowledge the intrinsic necessity of trees 
and trees are never more beautiful that at this time of year – at 
the turning of the season – the hill sides will soon be full of the 
vivid, varied flaming hues of autumn – and we will be celebrating 
the harvest of the seasons in our Harvest Thanksgiving service 
on 24th Oct. Celebrating the fruits of field and tree. Thanks be to 
God. Amen 
 

A prayer from Kathy Galloway of the Iona Community 
Creator god, Life of life, 
we give thanks for persistent people everywhere: small farmers 
feeding most of the world, people planting trees and setting up 
seed banks, maintaining biodiversity, and never giving up  



in the struggle for climate justice. 
We are connected with 7 billion people, in a global community of, 
trade, food, and habitat. Give us courage and faith to put 
ourselves on the line for climate justice for we are each of us one 
in a million. Together we stand strong. 
 
Brother Christ 
who came to share our lives, to encourage and liberate us. 
You live amongst us all. We give thanks for dedicated people 
everywhere, challenging abuses of power, exposing corrupt 
practices and never giving up in the struggle for climate justice. 
May we play our part in challenging greed and wastefulness, 
creating more sustainable communities, and treading more lightly 
on the earth. For we are each of us one in a million.  
Together we stand strong. 
 
Spirit of God, 
who works among people, who moves our hearts and lives with 
love. We give thanks for the people and places we care about, 
And we pray for all who suffer anguish for the people and places 
they love, for all whose livelihoods are threatened by a changing 
climate, for all who work to improve the future for all our children 
and grandchildren. 
May we join our voices in tears of protest and songs of hope, 
and never give up in the struggle for climate justice. 
For we are each of us one in a million.  
Together we stand strong. 
 
O Holy Trinity, 
whose promise is of a life where all will flourish and be respected, 
we pray that, as we live by your grace and sharing, 
we may be led to use less energy, to plant more trees, 
to buy more locally, to share resources more wisely, 
and enable our politician to speak out for climate justice. 
for we are each of us one in a million.  
Together we stand strong. 
 
Hymn: You shall go out with joy x 2 
https://youtu.be/cjL27TlSwYU  

https://youtu.be/cjL27TlSwYU

