
 
Hymn: 124 Praise to the Lord 
https://youtu.be/mve4JNnQK28 
 
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
Loving Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the beauty and wonder  
that can be seen in all of creation.  
As you breathed life into this world  
and into our beings,  
we ask you to breathe life into us once again. 
 
We ask for your forgiveness for not caring for your creation  
for being poor stewards of all you have given us  
for not showing our love and caring for one another  
and for those in need. 
Lord, we come before you in the silence 
with contrite hearts 
SILENCE 
 
Loving Heavenly Father, 
we bring you our thanks for your mercy and forgiveness. 
We pray for you to give us the strength to respond to creation  
and for one another – friend or stranger – 
in a way which reflects your loving care 
 and concern for all things and all people. 
 
As we breathe in your love, help us to breathe out your love.  
As we breathe in your grace, help us to breathe out your grace. 
As we breathe in your beauty, help us to breathe out your beauty. 
 
May we reflect your nature in all that we do. 
We ask in Jesus name and join together in the prayer he taught 
us saying: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we  

https://youtu.be/mve4JNnQK28


forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory for ever Amen. 
 
Bible Readings: Genesis 1:1-14, Mark 7:24-37 (GNT) 
 
Offering Prayer 
Creator God, 
You show us what love is through the beauty of your creation and 
the gift of your Son. We thank you for your love of us and bring 
our gifts in response praying for your blessing upon the gifts and 
the giversand asking that they would be used to bring your love to 
the world. 
 
Creator God, 
For the love of: animal and plant, mountain and forest, sea and 
city, woman and man, friend and family, those who live far from 
us and those yet to be born Move us to live more simply, and 
lovingly, Guide us to protect your creation to speak up for those in 
need and to show our care.In the name of Christ we ask it. Amen. 
 
Hymn: 212 Morning has broken 
https://youtu.be/BNf6GeyvUr8  
 
Reflection: Season of Creation 
In our church calendars this Sunday is the 15th after Pentecost so 
this means that we are still in the season of Pentecost which 
actually lasts right up until the beginning of Advent which will start 
this year on 28th Nov.  Today is also the first Sunday in the 
Season of Creation, and is called Creation Sunday or Climate 
Sunday. The Season of Creation lasts from 1st September until 
the 4th Oct each year.   
This special season gives us an opportunity to consider and 
celebrate the wonderful world that God has created and given 
into our care.  
 
In our reading from the book of Genesis this morning we heard 
reference to both the Holy Spirit and to God the Creator. 
Remember we are in the Season of Pentecost and Pentecost – 

https://youtu.be/BNf6GeyvUr8


itself – is the time when we remember the Holy Spirit coming in 
flame and wind to the disciples who were sitting behind closed 
doors. The wind the breath of God came sweeping through them 
and moved them to go out into the world taking the message of 
God’s love to all whom they met. The Season of Pentecost – 
these weeks between the event of the Holy Spirit’s coming and 
Advent - when we look forward to the coming of Christ in the form 
of a tiny baby -  is then a time to think about how the Spirit is the 
force that moves us out into the world – that makes us think of 
outreach and mission and doing God’s work in our world. 
 
Our reading from Genesis mentions both God the Creator –the 
word for God used here is Elohim, which is a masculine noun and 
the Holy Spirit – the ‘Ruach’ Elohim – the breath or wind of God, 
which is a feminine noun. So both masculine and feminine 
aspects of God are found at the beginning of creation, which is 
echoed later in the creation story when God creates man and 
woman. 
 
When God created the universe and especially our planet  - the 
Earth - the Holy Spirit was there., The Holy Spirit was present  
when there was only the chaos of water, she was there  hovering 
over the surface of the water. The word for hovering in Hebrew – 
‘merehephet’ – is the same word that is used in Dt 32:11 to 
describe a mother eagle hovering over the nest and lifting its 
young on its wing. Here we have the sense of the Holy Spirit 
hovering over the deeps of the dark waters at the moment of the 
birth of creation. The Holy Spirit – the ‘ruach elohim’ or breath of 
God –was  hovering over the chaos of pre-dawn creation waiting 
to fill it with the life- breath or life of God. 
 
There has been much debate about the book of Genesis, of 
course, and we no longer understand this story to be a literal 
historical record of creation. Most of us would now understand 
this as a mythical account of creation… and yet, we could also  
view it rather, as a symbolic narrative of how the world was 
created and how people first began to inhabit it - for scientists tell 
us that there are different stages or eras in the process of 



creation just as Genesis mentions days – and of course the term 
‘day’ could be symbolic for any length of time.  
 
There is much speculation about the date of writing of the Book of 
Genesis with different scholars placing it anywhere from over 
1,000 years BC to 5th or 6th century BC.  Certainly, it was written 
at a time when there was a far more primitive knowledge and 
understanding of science, evolution and the laws of nature.  
 
On Creation or Climate Sunday we once again renew our belief 
that God created the world and everything in it and we are invited 
to consider our place in creation, our commitment to look after the 
world God has created for us, and to think about how we could be 
better stewards of creation. All of which links very clearly with 
COP26 – the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties - which will be taking place  in Glasgow from 31 Oct to 
12th November. These climate talks will bring together heads of 
state, climate experts, and campaigners to agree coordinated 
action to tackle climate change. This is a quote from the 
government website: ‘As COP26 Presidency, the UK is 
committed to working with all countries and joining forces with 
civil society, companies and people on the frontline of climate 
change to inspire action’. 
 
As churches, we are being asked to make a commitment to 
consider how we too can take action to reduce our own 
greenhouse gas emissions and we are being encouraged to join 
with other churches and wider society to add our names to a 
common call for the UK government to take much bolder action 
on climate change in this country and in leading the international 
community in advance of COP26. 
If any of you are interested there will be a special service in 
Glasgow Cathedral tomorrow, which will be shown online. There 
will be information broadcast from 3.30pm and the service will 
begin at 4pm – I have already sent out the link for this. This will 
be an opportunity to join with other Christians to share our 
thoughts, and prayers and commitment to encourage our 
government to courageous leadership at COP26. This is one way 
we can take steps to care for the world that God has given us. 



 
Our first Bile reading was all about creation our second one is 
about people – people who were gentiles, non-Jews. The 
Syrophoenician woman very eloquently put her case to Jesus that 
even the gentiles should have a place in God’s Kingdom and in 
his love. This is a very significant point in Jesus ministry where 
we begin to realise that God’s Kingdom is not restricted just to the 
people of Israel – the Jewish people are no longer exclusively the 
people of God.  Jesus heals the woman’s daughter and the deaf 
man and proves that his mission and love extends to all 
humankind. Faith breaks barriers and establishes a healthy 
relationship with God regardless of the believers' origin. Faith 
overcomes all ethnic and religious differences. 
 
These two themes of creation and loving other people are very 
much issues for us at this time. When we think of the Spirit 
moving us out into the world in mission to do Christ’s work – then 
action on climate change has to be one of the most important 
things for us to support. We’re hearing stories and seeing pictures 
of raging fires; monumental flooding; devastating draught; 
terrifying tornadoes; hurricanes; natural disasters; the release of 
ever more deadly viruses and toxins; vast dust bowls; the 
pollution of air and water; the increase in skin cancer; people 
dying of hunger and thirst; the decimation of species of animals, 
birds and insects – all thought to be caused by our effect on our 
world and the changes we have brought to the climate.  
 
People are moving around the world to escape from these and 
other man made atrocities – war, genocide, religious and racial 
discrimination and persecution, terrorist regimes, poverty and 
suffering -  refugees are seeking asylum, welcome and 
hospitality, safety and peace. When asked by the Pharisees what 
the greatest commandment was Jesus said, ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and most important 
commandment. 39 The second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
you love yourself.’ . (Mt 22:37-39).  This is a time to show our love 
for creation and our neighbour. Amen 
 



Prayers for Others:  
Creator God, 
We pray for the Church: that she may be a beacon of hope 
throughout the world, reminding us all of our responsibility to care 
for and protect God’s precious gift of creation.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for the world, our common home: that through God’s 
grace we may hear its cry of the damage done and be moved to 
protect it for future generations to enjoy. Lord, in your mercy... 
  
We pray for those people who are already facing droughts, fire, 
floods and storms: that God may grant them strength and hope 
for the future as they work to adapt to the changing climate.  
Lord, in your mercy... 
  
We pray for our parish and our local community: that through the 
grace of God we may hear the urgent cry of the earth and of the 
poor and suffering and be inspired to respond at this crucial time.  
Lord, in your mercy... 
  
We pray for the world we live in: that God may open our eyes to 
recognise the goodness of all creation and help us to do what we 
can to restore and care for the wonderful gift that we have been 
given. Lord, in your mercy… 
 
We pray for world leaders: that God may grant them wisdom to 
make just decisions which respect the earth and all that lives in it, 
especially those who are poorest and most vulnerable.  
Lord, in your mercy… 
   
We pray for our community: that through God’s grace we may be 
good neighbours to each other and to the whole of creation, 
restoring and caring for all that God has made. Lord, in your 
mercy hear our prayer though Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn: 500 Lord of creation, to you be all praise 
https://youtu.be/bdkFdn1UU70 
 

https://youtu.be/bdkFdn1UU70

