
Welcome    
  
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 19) 
Our Loving Heavenly Father, Creator God, is revealed to us in 
many ways- through God’s creative love in nature and people. 
With reverent awe we come to worship our Glorious God. 
 
The truths about our God are spoken so fluently— 
through our God’s creative Word and Presence. 
With joy and delight we gather to worship our God. 
 
The reality of God’s creative Spirit can be experienced each day - 
in changed lives, and in sustained and renewed creation. 
Praise be to the God who speaks to us in so many ways. 
We respond by offering our thoughts and our lives in 
worship and praise. Amen. 
 
Hymn: 641 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
https://youtu.be/K9MTRPA0z-E 
 
Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Loving Heavenly Father, 
we join together again today to praise you and to celebrate your 
great goodness. We come with thanksgiving joy and wonder, 
reminding ourselves of the richness of your creation, 
and acknowledging your faithfulness in providing for our needs 
and far beyond. 
 
Loving God, 
for the beauty of the seasons, the constant cycle of night and day, 
and the vital gifts of rain and sunshine, we praise you. 
 
For the miracle of growth, the wonder of life, 
and the incredible variety of harvest, we bring you our 
thanksgiving. 
 
For the sorrow we feel  for the way we have spoiled and exploited 
your creation for the systems we have made that dispossess and  
cause suffering to our fellow human beings 

https://youtu.be/K9MTRPA0z-E


For shortsightedness and lack of stewardship  
we ask for your forgiveness, renew and refresh, restore and 
mend our world and ourselves we pray. 
 
For forgiveness, grace and mercy more than we deserve, we 
bring our thanks and praise. Receive our worship, accept our 
offerings, bless and fill us with thankfulness  
for all you have given we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord who taught us to pray saying: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we  
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory for ever Amen. 
 
Hymn: 181 For the beauty of the earth 
https://youtu.be/MHIfRLNYUGw  
 
Bible Readings: Genesis Chapter 1 verse 20 reading to Chapter 
2 verse 4 (NRSVA) & Psalm 8 (NIVUK) 
 
Reflection 
If you were here last week and you may remember that we were 
thinking about the Season of Creation. This is the special time of 
year that we are in at the moment. Last Sunday was Creation 
Sunday or Climate Sunday. The Season of Creation lasts from 1st 
September until the 4th Oct each year.   
This special season gives us an opportunity to consider and 
celebrate the wonderful world that God has created and given 
into our care. Last week we were thinking about the beginning of 
the creation story that is at the beginning of our Bibles in the Book 
of Genesis. In particular we thought about the Holy Spirit of God – 
the feminine aspect of God if you like -  the life force of God - 
which was hovering over the chaos of the deeps at the moment of 
life and creation. We heard the beginning of the story of creation  
which , of course, we now understand as a mythic or symbolic 
story but which talks of stages or days or generations - this could 

https://youtu.be/MHIfRLNYUGw


even parallel the idea of eras - in our modern day understanding 
of how our planet and the universe was created. 
 
During the Season of Creation, we once again renew our belief 
that God created the world and everything in it and we are invited 
to consider our place in creation, our commitment to look after the 
world God has created for us, and to think about how we could be 
better stewards of creation. All of which links very clearly with 
COP26 – the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties - which will be taking place  in Glasgow from 31 Oct to 
12th November. Where the main topic will be climate change – 
how it is affecting us and our planet and how we can change 
things for the better. 
 
Our Bible readings that we heard earlier progress the story of 
creation – from the creation of light - the separation of the waters 
of the sky and of the sea - the establishment of areas of land - the 
production of all kinds of plants, grain and fruit, - and the creation 
of the lights of the sky – the sun, the moon and the stars that we 
heard last week and by the way we also heard that God was very 
pleased with everything he had created - to the creation of 
animals and human beings this week. 
This week we heard about the creation of birds, and fish, great 
sea monsters like the whale.  
We heard about the creation of wild animals and cattle and 
everything that creeps on the ground. 
And we heard about the creation of man and woman and God’s 
instruction to be fruitful and multiply and his gift of everything he 
had made. 
BUT in both our reading form Genesis and the Psalm there is an 
underlying theme - one of not just using and exploiting the planet 
upon which we live but also caring for it. God saw all that he had 
created and proclaimed it good and he gave it into our safe 
keeping and we human beings are trying to destroy it. 
 
In Psalm 24 the Psalmist proclaims “The earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it.” Oikos was the ancient Biblical Greek word for 
community. It could mean a house or household or a wider 



community. We are all a part of God’s Oikos his community as is 
all of the creation that he made.  
Oikos is the root of the word oikoumene, or ecumenical, which 
describes our ‘common home’. The word ecology (oikologia) 
describes the relationships between animals, plants, non-sentient 
organisms and minerals that each play a vital role in maintaining 
the balance of this beloved community of God. Each creature is 
important and contributes to the health and resilience of the 
biodiverse ecosystem in which it lives – even the tiny bee has 
such an important place. 
 
Human beings are to live in the right relationship within this Earth 
community. We are made from the same stuff of the Earth, Adam, 
we learn late,r is created from Adamah the Hebrew word for 
earth. We are made of the same stuff as the earth and are cared 
for by our co-creatures and the land. Human relationships also 
have ecological significance. Economic (oikonomia), social and 
political relationships affect the balance of creation. 
 
 Everything that we fabricate, use and produce has its origin in 
the Earth, whether mineral, plant or animal based.  
Our habits of consuming energy and goods affects the resilience 
of planetary systems, and the capacity of the Earth to heal itself 
and sustain life.  
 
As we think of the season of creation we are asked to consider 
economic and political relationships for they have direct effects on 
the human family and the wider Oikos of God. God the Creator 
has given human beings a special vocation to tend and keep that 
oikos of God. This means operating with just ecological, social, 
economic and political relationships – it requires that we use our 
faith, reason and wisdom to achieve that.  
 
We are not stewards of an inanimate creation, but caretakers 
within a dynamic and living community of creation. The Earth and 
all that is - is not a given, but a gift, held in trust. Even though we 
– human kind - are given dominion this does not mean 
domination rather we are to influence or steward, we are to 
safeguard what God has given to us. The current exploitation of 



land, plants, animals and minerals for profit results in the loss of 
habitats that are homes for millions of species - including human 
beings-  whose homes are at risk due to climate conflict, loss and 
damage. 
 
These Bible readings that we’ve heard today are lovely when we 
take them at face value. As we think of creation and new life – as 
we celebrate the gift of life - as we baptize Torsten and celebrate 
the joy he brings to his family and all who love him and to all 
parents and grandparents as they think of all their much loved 
children and grandchildren. Yet…wisdom equips us to seek to 
find the answers, and pathways to build greener economies of life 
and political systems that are just and caring so that we can 
sustain life for our planet and all its people – not just those alive 
now- not just our children and grandchildren but those yet to be 
born as well – the future generations to come.  
 
Faith gives us trust that God’s Spirit is constantly hovering over 
the face of the Earth renewing and refreshing, guiding and 
leading.  Within this horizon of hope, our baptismal call frees us 
to return to our human vocation to till and keep and safeguard 
God’s garden.  
In Christ, God calls us to participate in renewing the whole 
inhabited Earth, safeguarding a place for every creature, and 
reforming just relationships among all creation. 
During this season of Creation it is a time to repent and to join 
with Christians everywhere to call out for justice for creation and 
to work to reshape our political, social and economic systems to 
make them life-giving, life-sustaining and life-flourishing for the 
whole Oikos – household of God for all time to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers for Others:  
Loving Heavenly Father, Creator God, 
you made the universe and all that lives and breathes,  
from your dwelling place you refresh the mountains and forests. 
The earth is filled with the fruits of your work.  
You make grass grow for the herds, 
plants and fruit trees for people to farm,  
drawing their bread from the earth.  
You make animals of all shapes and sizes, 



the scary ones, the funny ones and the cuddly ones. 
You make birds that colour the air and sing your song of love. 
You make it all and you entrusted your creation to us.  
Save us, we pray, from the temptation of power and domination.  
 
May your Spirit of wisdom teach us how best to care for, and 
safeguard, what you entrust to us.  
Blow your Spirit of life on your creation and all humanity.  
Bless, we pray, every idea and every effort,  
Every struggle and every attempt  
that seeks to restore the harmony and beauty of your Creation.  
 
Renew the face of the earth and refresh your creation, 
direct and guide mankind so that every human being  
may live in peace and justice, fruits of your Spirit of love.  
Blow your Spirit of life on your creation and all humanity.  
 
Lord, bless, we pray, the fruits of the earth and the work of our 
hands and teach us to share the abundance of your goods.  
Send rain to the dry soil, sun and fair weather  
where harvest is endangered by storms. 
Blow your Spirit of life on your creation and all humanity.  
 
Lord, we pray, be with those who weep and sigh,  
the suffering and the dying 
the sad and fearful, the sick and anguished 
especially we pray for you to hold in your hands those we know 
who are mourning today the families and loved ones of Margaret 
Boomfield and Jan Adam let them know your comfort at this time: 
your love enfolding them, your Spirit guiding them and your 
strength supporting them we pray. 
 
From you, O Lord our God, come all gifts, and we give you 
thanks. Hear the sigh raising from your creation, gather the 
suffering of all people, Send us your blessing, so that we may 
live, in its fullness, the new life which you offer us through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord Amen. 
 
Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness 


