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One more step along the world I go  

Towards the end of June 2011, I was a teacher playing the organ at Errol Primary 

School’s end-of-term service, when I was aware of my phone buzzing away in my 

pocket. 

 

After the service, I returned the unanswered call and heard that I was being 

offered the post of General Secretary of the Church of Scotland Guild. 

 

When the call had come in, I was playing “One more step along the world I go!” 

 

That call was to change my life dramatically and, on 15 August 2011, I started 

work at the Guild office, so this newsletter coincides, almost to the day, with my 

10th anniversary in post. 

 

What a time that has been!  

 I have shared the work of the Guild with outstanding colleagues. 

 I have worked with ten National Conveners and attended ten General 

Assemblies on behalf of the Guild. 

 I’ve taken part in Annual Gatherings, Big Sings, Rallies, Regional 

Gatherings, Conferences. 

 I’ve worked with 30 project partners and many other partner organisations 

from within and beyond the Church of Scotland. 



 I have been to every corner of Scotland (and England!) and met literally 

thousands of Guild folk and been totally impressed by their commitment to 

a movement that means so much to so many. 

 We have worked to make the Guild a movement where our purpose is 

more important than our structures. 

 The job has taken me to see partner projects in Malawi, where special 

bonds have been formed, as well as Zambia and Malta. 

Of course, there have been challenges as well:  

 Reducing numbers of members. 

 Guilds and Guilds Together struggling to find new leaders and new ways of 

working. 

 The pandemic has played a huge unpredictable part in how we see the 

future. 

Perhaps the strongest quality of the Guild is both its ability to build on and 

celebrate its past, but to keep looking to its future and to find ways of working in a 

changing world whilst holding our tenets of worship, prayer, action and fellowship 

and our motto 'Whose we are and whom we serve' at the core of everything. 

 

That’s a sound foundation on which to build our future. 

 

Ten years is a long time and a short time and all good things come to an end. 

 

So, it is with sadness, but also with hope, fondness and faith that I have decided 

to retire from my post at the end of this year. This decision, my 65th birthday in 

December and my wife Elaine and I celebrating our Ruby Wedding next month 

certainly add up to a special year. 

 

It’s a big thing for me, but for the Guild, as it looks to life beyond the pandemic, it 

is, I think, a good time. There are hard times ahead, but I know they will be met 

with imagination. The Guild remains and will remain a major force in the Church of 

Scotland. 

 

When we chose the title 'Look Forward in Faith' for the 2021-24 strategy, we could 

never have dreamt how apposite it would become. 

 

But then again, “looking forward in faith” is what the Guild has always done. 

 

I have a few more months in post, but for now, I want to thank all of you for the 

support and the encouragement I have received over the years. I know that having 

the first man in the post since George Macalpine left in 1892 was a big step for 

many and I can only hope that I have lived up to the trust and faith that was placed 

in me, at least to some extent. 

 

In December, my Guild time goes full circle back to that day at the organ in Errol 

Church… one more step along the world I go! 

  



Iain Whyte 

General Secretary  
  
  

 

  
 

Back together again  

Members of Stevenston High Kirk Guild enjoyed a post-Covid afternoon tea last 

week in a local hotel. Everyone said how much they enjoyed being back together 

and enjoying a time of fun and fellowship.  
  
  

 



  
 

Out and about  

This was Dalgety Parish Church Guild's first night out since lockdown last year. 

A first chance to meet up for a number of their members. Just look at those smiles! 

As usual: lovely food, lots of chat and lots of laughs.  
  
  

 



  
 

Portpatrick Calendar  

Once again, the Guild in Portpatrick have produced a beautiful calendar to help 

raise funds for their Guild. With so many of us not able to have explored as much 

this year, the calendar will provide you with some beautiful views of places you 

might visit next summer. They cost just £6 plus £1.50 postage with cheques made 

payable to Portpatrick Guild. You can order by following the red button link below.  

Order here  
 

   
  

 

mailto:maxwellf@supanet.com?subject=Portpatrick%20Guild%20Calendar&body=I%20am%20interested%20in%20buying%20a%20calendar%2C%20can%20you%20please%20send%20me%20more%20information.


  
 

Resources and inspiration for those working with Children and 

Youth  

Do you serve your church in the area of children and youth, either as a volunteer 

or paid worker? 

Maybe you currently have few or no children in your congregation but are looking 

for a fresh approach? 

Maybe you’re involved in particular ministries or have a particular area where 

you’d appreciate some input? 

  

The central departments of the Church of Scotland are here to equip and inspire 

you in your ministry, through a range of resources and events, tailored to those 

serving in children and youth ministry. 

  

If you would like to receive resources that can help to equip and inspire you in 

your ministry with children and young people, then please let us know your contact 

details and areas of interest in our short questionnaire. We will then add you to a 

database specifically for this purpose, and endeavour to tailor information to your 

needs. 

  

Any questions about this questionnaire, and children and youth ministry in 

general, can be sent to the dedicated email address: 

childrenandyouth@churchofscotland.org.uk.  

Complete the questionnaire  
 

   
  

 

mailto:childrenandyouth@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=2470b99228&e=206cd9f3df


  
 

Coronavirus Diaries from Malawi  

Shupo Kumwenda, Co-ordinator of the Youth Resource Centre, Ekwendeni, 

Synod of Livingstonia, Malawi, reports on the deep personal and social impact of 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Read more  
 

   
  

 

  
 

Monday memories  

There will be some familiar faces in this photo from the 2013 Annual Gathering. 

How many do you remember? We hope that this image brings many happy 

memories flooding back as you recall different things you have been part of in the 

Guild. Why not share your favourite Guild memory with us and if you have a photo 

even better.  

Share your favourite Guild memory  
 

   
  

 

https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=05c0693c2b&e=206cd9f3df
mailto:guild@churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=My%20Favourite%20Guild%20Memory&body=This%20is%20my%20favourite%20Guild%20memory


  
 

Last chance to grab a ticket  

We have just a few tickets left for the Annual Gathering, which will be held on 

Saturday 4 September from 11am at the Assembly Hall in Edinburgh. 

 

We would love it to be a full house (well, as full as restrictions allow) so if you 

would like to come along, you can reserve your ticket by following the link on the 

red button below. 

 

Doors will open at 9:30am, please be seated by 10:30am.  

Reserve me a ticket  
 

   
  

 

 

 

 

One more step   

As Iain has said in his opening words, 

we are all taking different steps and at 

different times. We hope you enjoy 

singing along to this as we give thanks 

for all that Iain has given to the Guild 

over the past ten years.  

Listen now  

 

 

  
  

 

mailto:kgillon@churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=Annual%20Gathering%20Ticket&body=Please%20reserve%20me%20a%20ticket%20for%20the%20Annual%20Gathering%0A%0AName%0AAddress%0AContact%20Number%0A%0ANumber%20of%20tickets%20requested
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=15a3b691bf&e=206cd9f3df


  
 

Pray this week  

Monday: giving thanks for all the people God has given you to bring His comfort, 

wisdom, strength and support when you needed it most. 

Tuesday: remembering all who struggle with chronic pain, asking that God will 

place His healing hand on them. 

Wednesday: giving thanks for the way in which so many have embraced new 

technologies, and for meetings of local Guild leaders in the East and North areas, 

and for the 150+ people who were able to join in using Zoom.  

Thursday: thinking particularly of our 2018-19 National Convener, Marge 

Paterson, and giving thanks for all that she did during her year of office and 

continues to do to promote the Guild. 

Friday: asking for God to draw close to anyone who is struggling with worry or 

confusion. 

Saturday: remembering all who have been victims of acts of terrorism. Help us 

not to forget them when the immediate aftermath of the horror has passed. 

Sunday: asking God to help you confront any situations in your past that still 

cause you upset or pain and find ways to heal and restore you.  
  
   

 

Contact us  

Phone: 0131 225 5722  

121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN  

 
Follow us  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

tel:+013120225205722
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=e17b8fbbfb&e=206cd9f3df
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=5b4d53921a&e=206cd9f3df
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=ff2a1c5928&e=206cd9f3df

