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Let your light shine  

As I settled to prepare my thoughts for this newsletter, I found myself reflecting on 

how clear the skies were on the night of the summer solstice. I cannot believe how 

quickly the year is disappearing; it seems like no time at all since I was preparing 

some thoughts on the winter solstice. 

  

I am mesmerised by the bats flying around outside our house every evening. Just 

as the light fades, they appear swooping up and down – it is amazing to watch 

them. No sign at summer solstice, though, as when I went to bed it was still 

daylight. 

  

All this talk of light turns my thoughts to the first year of our new three-year 

strategy – ‘Look Forward in Faith’ – with our new theme ‘Lights and Bushels’. 

  

The parable of the lamp tells us we have an obligation. Since we have received 

the Gospel we are to live it openly and share it with others through how we live 

and what we say. 

 

As we have been transformed by the Good News, we are to present that truth to 

others. 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: "Nor do they light a lamp and then put it 

under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the 

house. 

So then, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 



and glorify your heavenly Father." 

  

How apt this message is to every Guild member, especially as we begin 

journeying towards meeting in person again; sharing in worship, prayer, action and 

fellowship in all we say and do, glorifying Christ Jesus our Lord, ‘Whose we are 

and Whom we serve’. Let’s be more proactive in sharing all the good deeds 

carried out by Guild members both at home and through our project partners 

worldwide. 

  

As Guild members, in all things we undertake to do in His name, remember: He 

remains our constant companion as we journey towards our new three-year 

strategy ‘Look Forward in Faith’. 

 

Do not conceal your talents or abilities. Jesus is telling believers not to hide their 

faith. ‘Let your little light shine’. 

  

Before I sign off, a wee reminder about the closing date for contributions for the 

2020/21 National Convener's Challenge. To allow time for judging the pictures that 

are submitted, these need to be sent to the Guild Office by Friday 16 July. 

 

The winning entry will be unveiled at the Annual Gathering on Saturday 4 

September. 

I'm looking forward to seeing that winning entry printed on cards to be sold for 

general Guild fundraising. 

  

I wish you all God’s richest blessings as you set aside time to relax and gather 

your strength throughout the summer, before greeting each other (hopefully in 

person) at the start of the new session. 

  

Be all you can be, and in all things you set out to do - just be you. For our Lord 

and Saviour ‘Whose we are and Whom we Serve’ loves and cares for you and has 

set you on the path you are on, by calling you to be just where you are to ‘Let your 

little light shine’. 

  

Always in Him... IXOYE (Iesous Xristos Theou Yios Sotare. Jesus, Christ, Son of, 

God, Savior). 

  

Mabel Wallace 

National Convener 2020/21  
  
  

 



  
 

Northfield Guild get together before union  

On 1 February, Northfield Parish Church formed a union with Summerhill and 

Mastrick Parish Churches to become Aberdeen North Church. They are delighted 

that when regulations allow, a new Guild will meet at new premises. 

 

In the meantime, members of Northfield Church Guild were so pleased to be able 

to come together one last time and enjoy a socially distanced afternoon tea on 

Wednesday 23 June. 

 

We hope that God will richly bless your union and your new Guild.  
  
  

 

  
 



Fun in the sun  

Members of New Monkland & Greengairs Guild enjoyed a lovely picnic in the 

grounds of Greengairs Church on Friday 18 June as they settled down to watch 

The Big Sing in the lovely sunshine. 

 

Members thoroughly enjoyed their day and the chance to catch up with friends in 

person.  
  
  

 

  
 

Regional Conversations on Pastoral Care  

Caring for one another has been an essential part of congregational life, especially 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. Pastoral care has been delivered in numerous 

ways. These conversations aim to reflect on how we individually, and as the 

Church, have been looking after one another and to discuss how more effectively 

and efficiently we could play our part in our congregations and communities. 

These conversations will nurture participants with diverse stories of pastoral care 

and inspire them to better handle a variety of needs. 

  

What: Online conversations on pastoral care in nine different regions 

For whom: For anyone involved and interested in pastoral care ministry in the 

Church of Scotland 

When: 7:30-9pm on Mondays or Thursdays in September in different regional 

areas 

 

To find out more and to book your place, simply use the link below.  

Book your place  
 

   
  

 

https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=9b4d173b8b&e=206cd9f3df


  
 

Monday memories  

Today's memory is of the Big Sing in Inverness in 2017 - yes, the one with all the 

snow! We're looking forward to an in-person Big Sing before too long.  
  
 

  

  
 

Shine Jesus Shine  



A firm favourite with many Guilds, this hymn reminds us that with Jesus shining in 

us and through us, we can help be beacons of light in our communities, in our 

country and across the world.  

Listen now  
 

   
  

 

  
 

Pray this week  

Monday: for our 1990-93 National President Dorothy Dalgleish, asking that God 

will draw especially close to her. 

Tuesday: for the staff and members of the Faith Nurture Forum as they support 

the mission and ministry of the wider Church. 

Wednesday: remembering our 1996-98 National President and first National 

Convener, Kathleen Forsyth, giving thanks for her courage to lead the Guild 

through changing times. 

Thursday: for the staff and members of the Faith Impact Forum as they support 

the mission of the wider Church across the globe and seek to influence decision-

makers here at home on a wide range of social and political issues. 

Friday: giving thanks for Lorna Paterson, our General Secretary from 1985-98, 

and for all that she has done and continues to do to support the work of the Guild. 

Saturday: remembering, in particular, all who are individual members of the Guild 

as they support the work of the Guild faithfully. 

Sunday: thinking especially of our 1998-99 National Convener Catherine Nelson. 

Giving thanks for her continued work to support the Guild in her local 

congregation.   
  
   

 

Contact us  

Phone: 0131 225 5722  

121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN  

 
Follow us  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=b5c1faac9b&e=206cd9f3df
tel:+013120225205722
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=e98c5d0840&e=206cd9f3df
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=4819cf751b&e=206cd9f3df
https://churchofscotland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29d4cd56ce6871362e9339137&id=988b927f84&e=206cd9f3df

