
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 84) 
Almighty God, Loving heavenly Father, 
My whole being, my soul yearns to be with the living God. 
Your house is a place of safety where even the sparrows  
have found a refuge and the swallows have nests. 
The smallest ones find a resting place here in your house. 
The weary ones find a refreshing spring here in your house. 
With strength restored we can carry on our journey. 
Hear my prayer, loving Heavenly Father, 
one day in your house is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
For you are like a sun and a shield. 
You bestow your love and favour on those who love you. 
Blessed are those who love and trust in the Lord. Amen 
 
Hymn: 550 As the deer pants for the water 
https://youtu.be/-Yd-f0pPDdk 
 
The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. on the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, The 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Prayer  
Everlasting God, in the beauty of your holiness we gather to 
worship you, to praise you for your goodness and mercy;  
and for the way that here together, we can be aware of you and 
know your holy presence.  
 
We come together into this fellowship where we can share prayer 
and praise, where we can remember together the signs and 
symbols of your presence, and recall the memories of people, 
who in the past, have inspired us with their faith and their nurture 

https://youtu.be/-Yd-f0pPDdk


of us; but who have also pointed to us towards the only way 
forward for our life’s faith journey. 
 
Welcoming God, we come as your vulnerable children to worship 
you, to offer ourselves to you with all our frailties and faults;  
and all our struggles with life’s complexities, because you open 
your arms with love and compassion to all in need of your 
generous love and support.  
The Psalmist wrote: Even the sparrow has found a home, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, even their young may find a place near 
your altar, all are welcome. 
We come together today, to gain strength, hope and 
encouragement for life’s journey from the Source of all power and 
strength – you our God. 
 
God of grace and God of glory,  
you are our Light and our Protector- and our God in whom we 
trust. We come in humility, before you asking for your forgiveness 
for all our wrongdoings which we bring before you in the silence. 
SILENCE 
we thank you for your never-ending grace and mercy 
and for the peace that your forgiveness brings 
it is only in your presence that we can find life’s balance and 
perspective; and only in your holy presence, 
can we  know true acceptance and our true home 
and the gift of peace that surpasses all understanding. Amen. 
 

Bible Readings: Psalm 84, John 6:56-69 (GNT) 
 
Hymn: 540 I heard the voice of Jesus say, ‘Come unto me and 
rest’ 
https://youtu.be/XUVCpF8-VuE 
 
Reflection 
Psalm 84 is a beautiful, poetic song of longing, a longing to 
worship God in his temple, a longing for the peace and security  
of the temple courts, a longing for communion with God, a longing 
to be in God’s presence. 
 

https://youtu.be/XUVCpF8-VuE


Psalm 84 is thought to be a song of pilgrimage. Every year, the 
Jewish people were required to travel to Jerusalem to worship 
God in the temple. As they journeyed from wherever they were 
living, they would naturally gather with others who were also on 
the same journey and they would sing together as the miles 
passed by.   
 
There is a sense of jubilation and gratitude expressed in this 
psalm for the existence of the Temple in all its splendor and glory. 
Yet, there is also a sense of unconscious humility as the poet 
paints a picture of even the sparrow and the swallow finding a 
home and a resting place in the temple courts, the areas around 
the temple, that were open to the sky.  The poet is almost envious 
of them and the priests who enjoy the privilege of being in God’s 
temple and who can constantly join in worship. 
 
There is a feeling of great joy that this is a place where one can 
find God and rest in peace in his presence after overcoming 
many of the obstacles not just in the travelling to the temple but in 
life’s journey  - because – ultimately this psalm is about our life’s 
journey with God. It is about the emptiness we feel without him 
and the fulfilment and peace and joy we feel when we rest in his 
loving presence.  
 

It was just these kinds of feeling that Augustine of Hippo was 

talking about when he wrote, “Thou hast made us for thyself, O 

Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee.” 

Even though they may travel through the valley of Baka – which 
was a dry and arid place – those who journey will be refreshed by 
the living water of God - just as the rains and springs of autumn 
refresh the dry land. Their strength, drawn from God, is constantly 
renewed. 
 
Those long ago travellers pray for favour for their king, their 
‘shield’, their anointed one and see that almighty God is even 
mightier than their king, he is a greater ‘shield’ whose glory is like 
the sun and who bestows favour and honour on those who seek 
him in his sanctuary. 



 
As we turn to our Gospel reading, we see that with Jesus’ 
coming, this idea of a distant God who can only be found in his 
temple changes because Jesus comes to be with us, and he 
comes to invite us to be with him. He is the heavenly bread and 
he is also the living water that refreshes and restores our souls 
and brings us strength. He is the Son of God, one with him and 
equal in power and glory. We no longer need to journey to a 
temple to find God’s presence for the Holy Spirt has come to 
dwell with us and within us. This is what the people of Jesus day 
found hard to believe…BUT… this is what we affirm - that we 
believe - whenever we say the Apostle’s Creed that we said 
together earlier. This is the source of our joy and jubilation.  
This is what we say we believe when we are baptised and when 
we bring our children for baptism too.  
 
We have not left as some of Jesus followers did when faced with 
the challenge but rather we have come – we have come together 
to worship, to sing songs of love and longing and joy. 
We have joined together at this time and in this space to join 
together in our worship and praise. To find companionship on our 
life’s journey, to celebrate the joys of life, to find support in the 
hard and the dry times - and there have been many of those hard 
times during these long months affected by Covid-19. To find 
peace in a troubled world and all are welcome here even the 
swallow and the sparrow all have a place here  
 
It is a joy and jubilation to be worshipping together – to have this 
opportunity through zoom to come together - for we remember 
days when our churches were closed and it gave us an 
opportunity to join together as his people and to support one 
another. Even now some of us do not feel for whatever reason 
that we can together join in worship in our church building but we 
will continue to meet by zoom as long as people want to. 
 
We have gone through some hard times and so have our 
churches and your church very much needs your support at this 
time for the coffers are getting very low and it would be very 
difficult to imagine our lives if our places of worship were to be 



closed permanently for they are our physical presence in our 
communities.  
 
 When Jesus asked his disciples if they would like to leave, 
Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the 
words that give eternal life. 69 And now we believe and know that 
you are the Holy One who has come from God.” This is the belief 
that brings us to become a part of his church, a part of our church 
a part of this special fellowship today. Here, as we come together 
in before him in worship we find the offer of eternal life and love. 
 
How lovely is your dwelling-place, LORD Almighty! 
2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere 
blessed is the one who trusts in you.  
 
This is the truth, which we believe that there is great blessing in 
store for those who trust God. It’s that yearning for God that is 
rewarded with God’s loving presence.  James 4:8 says, “Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you.” Like the Father 
running to meet his prodigal son -  when we long to be in God’s 
presence, no matter where we may have wandered -  God will 
see us from far off and run to meet us. And when we get to where 
God is, we get the greatest blessing of all. It is better to spend 
one day near God than a thousand anywhere else. In His 
presence is joy and peace, light and protection, grace and glory, 
and every good thing. The writer of this Psalm loved to worship 
God, and knew that there was nothing greater that we can do. 
When God is worshiped, there is no greater joy, no greater thrill, 
no greater satisfaction. Worshiping God is what we were made 
for, and it is how we shall spend eternity in heaven. Thanks be to 
God. Amen 

Prayers for Others  
Loving God, Loving Heavenly Father, we have come together to 
worship you and to celebrate the joyful gift of life and love. 
We come to you in song expressing our joy and gratitude 



for all you have done, for all the many gifts you have bestowed 
upon us. 
 
But as we celebrate we are aware of those in our world who have 
feel they have nothing to sing about, little to celebrate or rejoice 
over – so we pray for them now – the poor the sick, the hungry,  
the homeless, the unemployed, the downtrodden, the weak, the 
vulnerable, the oppressed, the lonely, the unloved, the unwanted, 
the sorrowful, the depressed, and the despairing, the sick, the 
diseased and the dying. 
 
We pray for those for whom life brings intolerable demands, 
those facing famine in places like - South Sudan, Ethiopia, and 
Afghanistan; for those fleeing as refugees especially we think of 
the situation in Afghanistan; for those suffering persecution – and 
we think of all those who suffer for their religious beliefs. 
for those enduring war – we remember Syria where war has ruled 
for over 10 years; for those suffering the effects of climate change 
in flood and fire; for those who have lost life and love due to the 
Covid-19 virus; for hose terrified of the past and haunted by the 
future 
 
Loving God reach out in compassion to all in such circumstances, 
assuring of your presence with them, sharing their pain, anxious 
for their welfare and hungry to bless. Lord, in your love put a new 
song into their hearts, a song of hope, a song of victory a song of 
life. May the day come when they, with us, join in singing songs 
of joy and praise to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Hymn: 551 In heavenly love abiding 
https://youtu.be/7SFxG0h57kk  

https://youtu.be/7SFxG0h57kk

