
Hymn: The Lord’s my shepherd https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0  
 
Bible Readings: 2 Sam 7:1-16; Ephesians 2:11-22 (NRSVA):  
 
Hymn: 198 Let us build https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ  
 
Reflection 
Our reading from 2nd Samuel continues with the story of David 
who has, as we’ve heard over the last few weeks, united the 
nation and brought in a period of peace.  The Israelites are 
settling into Jerusalem and David has brought back the Ark of the 
Covenant and is now seeking to build a temple in which to house 
it. We’re told that David has built ‘a house of cedar’ for his own 
dwelling yet as he says, “the ark of God remains in a tent”.   
 
The Ark served as the symbol of God’s presence among his 
people and of how God led his people.  It accompanied them on 
all their journeys, was frequently carried into war with them and 
when they stopped it was housed in a special tent – the tent of 
meeting or tabernacle.  
Now, about 2 centuries after the invasion of Canaan and the 
settlement in the Promised Land, the days of wilderness 
wondering are over and there is a transition to become a settled 
people, there is a move for not just David but also the less 
important people to build more permanent residences.  There is a 
growing urbanization of Israel’s society. 
 
This story marks a shift in how the Israelites perceive their 
relationship with God.  They want, just as they have seen other 
nations do to their gods, to tie him down and box him in, to build 
up the walls that would surround him and make him theirs.   
 
David speaks to the prophet Nathan about his desire to build a 
temple.  At first Nathan thinks it is good idea and then God 
speaks to Nathan and he is told quite clearly that no temple is to 
be built by David.   
 
There is one Hebrew word used – Beyt – that is translated in 
many different ways – it can mean – house, temple, palace e.g. 

https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0
https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ


Bethlehem – house of bread/life -but Beyt can also refer to the 
people of a household or a dynasty.    
 
God does not want a place, a beyt, to be built for him for he 
moves freely among and on behalf of his people. God will not be 
confined to any one location.  The true home of the people is in 
God’s presence, wherever God is and not vice versa.  
 
However…God promises that he will establish a Beyt – a house 
for David and that his household - and his kingdom will be 
established forever. Forever- this very word tells us of the new 
message – the good news for David – it is an unconditional 
promise – there are no strings attached. God says, “My love will 
never be taken away”. This promise is not just for David and his 
household but for the whole people of God. 
 
As this passage from Samuel talks of the wisdom of not building 
walls and hemming God in so our reading from Ephesians talks of 
pulling down the barriers/the walls that separate people one from 
another - of taking everything away that separates Jew and 
Gentile and thereby bringing healing and peace.     
 
14 For Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups 
into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us.  (Eph 2 v14) 
 
There’s an old Polish story from the Second World War: 
In a certain village there was a man who was well known for his 
care and compassion for others and who was deeply loved 
because of it.  He was not wealthy, he was not a native of the 
village, and did he attend the village church, in fact, he wasn’t 
even baptised and showed little interest in rectifying that situation.  
However ,both before and during the War he was known for his 
good works within the village that he had adopted as his place to 
live and work.  If a stranger came to the village and needed a 
place to stay, this man would offer a bed in his little home.  If a 
village family ran out of food, he was among the first to offer a 
loaf of bread or some flour from his meagre supplies.  If someone 
was in trouble with the authorities - who by and large oppressed 



the citizens of that nation - or if the Germans - or later the 
Russians - were performing a sweep of the village to collect up 
the young men for imprisonment, or to force them into the army, 
or worse. He would help hide the would-be victims in the woods 
outside town or in some other way.  He was loved very much by 
the villagers because of all these things and many more. 
 
The man died and the villagers prepared his body for burial and 
proceeded to the village church where they asked the Priest to 
perform the burial service and to bury the man in the church 
cemetery. 
 
The priest, who knew and loved the man as much as did the rest 
of the villagers agreed that he would conduct the funeral service - 
but he insisted, despite many pleas from the villagers, that he 
could not bury the man inside the church cemetery because he 
was not baptised.  “I cannot bury him in our cemetery", the priest 
said, "It is hallowed ground.  He must go where those who are not 
baptised are buried.  Those are the rules of the church and I 
cannot change them." The villagers appealed even more 
earnestly to the priest, saying that the man was a good man and 
surely loved by God as much as any of the baptised, perhaps 
even more because of all the good that he had done.   
The priest agreed with them but insisted that the rules of the faith 
were clear and could be not be broken.  Finally, he came up with 
a compromise that he hoped would satisfy everyone.  "In 
recognition of your love for him - and his love for you and all of 
God's people in this village", he said, "I will bury him on church 
land, near to those who have gone before him - those whom he 
has loved, but it will have to be beyond the fence that surrounds 
the consecrated ground of our cemetery." 
 
And so it was.  On the appointed day a grave was prepared just 
outside the fence that surrounded the church cemetery, and the 
body of the man was processed by all the villagers to the site 
where the priest conducted the ceremony - and then the grave 
was filled in and a stone placed before the night fell. 
 



During the night something amazing happened - something that 
became apparent when the priest went to the church next 
morning to conduct morning mass - the fence that surrounded the 
cemetery had been moved by some of the villagers - so that it 
now took in the grave in which the man had been buried.... 
 
Unlike David we do have buildings dedicated to God. When we 
think of the walls of our church buildings, we have in the past, 
been asked to move in mission beyond those walls.  
 
We’ve been encouraged to start thinking not of welcoming people 
in but of going out and meeting them outside our church walls 
and inviting them in. Instead of sitting behind our walls and 
patiently waiting we’ve been encouraged to be pro-active and to 
think about mission and outreach.  
 
In fact, during these days of pandemic, every parish church has 
been asked to make Mission and outreach the focus of all we do. 
As the Presbytery begins to make its new development plan, 
which by the way has been given the title, ‘Mission Development 
Plan, we’ll find that what each church is doing regarding mission 
will become vitally important for its place in that plan. 
 
At the beginning of the pandemic, we found ourselves not only 
locked down, but also locked out of our buildings…and they 
became even more precious to us. We missed not only the 
opportunity to worship - but to do so together – we missed the 
fellowship and the friendship and support we found from one 
another and all this, at a time when we really needed all of those 
things.  
 
We looked beyond our usual way of doing things and we started 
phoning one another, and emailing and worshipping by zoom.  
We’ve seen that we could update our audio visual system at 
Fossoway and put in a new audio visual system at Cleish so that 
we would be able to live stream services and our thanks go to 
Alan Harper who has put together a funding application for that 
purpose for Fossoway and to Neil Maclure for working on the 
application for Cleish.  



How do we go forward from this point? How do we look outwards 
as well as inwards as we begin to move back into worshipping 
and socializing in our church building once again?  
The Covid guidelines are changing on Mon we could move from 
2m to 1m social distance however, we are going to wait until 9th 
Aug to see what other changes will need to be out into place. 
 
How do we re-build our church life? How do we build up our 
church members again to help them feel confident about safely 
returning to church? How do we continue to reach beyond our 
church walls to move the fence? We will continue to provide a 
zoom service for those who are not able or do not yet wish to 
return to church but what more can we be doing to reach out with 
Christ’s message to bring more people to know and love him and  
to make him the foundation of their own lives and living? 
 
The important message for David was not about the temple he 
wanted to build but about God’s presence with him and about the 
people of God who would come after him and God’s promise to 
them of unconditional love - of a place with God that can never be 
taken away - we are those people, we have God’s presence with 
us and his is the message that we are to take out beyond our 
walls. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
Prayers for Others:  
Loving Heavenly Father, 
we give you our heartfelt thanks today for calling us to be a part 
of your family.  We thank you for those who were brave enough to 
tell us of your love and to teach us all about you. 
 
Loving Heavenly Father, 
You have called us all to reach out and be witnesses to your son 
Jesus Christ - to tell others of what he has done for us. 
 
When we do so, teach us to always to speak about what Christ 
means to us, from our own heartfelt experience. 
Teach us to be conscious of those we are speaking to, 
doing all that we can to ensure that our words 
are relevant to their situations and knowledge. 



Teach us to present the message of the gospel, 
rather than getting bogged down in thoughts and theories and 
ideas that mean little to us and still less to others. 
Teach us to witness, whenever and wherever the opportunity 
presents itself - help us to know just when the time is right- 
to proclaim your love and message –  
and give us the courage and words to do so. 
 
Loving Heavenly Father 
we pray for those who have not heard your message  
or who have rejected it or who have not really heard; 
open their ears and hearts we pray; 
We pray, that the message that we take will fall on fertile ground 
and the seed we sow, grow in the hearts that hear. 
 
Lord of all, you have called us to make known your Good News 
to take it out to the ends of the earth 
Help us to do that gladly and so may all people everywhere come 
to meet you and know you for themselves. 
 
God the Creator of all that is 
We pray for our world  
for the effects of climate change that are beginning to impact, 
for those whose lives have been affected by fire and flood and 
famine and draught and pandemic we bring our prayer. 
For all who mourn and grieve we bring our prayer  
On this Nelson Mandela Day, we pray for all those who are 
persecuted or disadvantaged due to the colour of their skin. 
For these and all those we know personally who are in need of 
prayer we keep silence now before you.  
 
Loving Heavenly Father, 
help us we pray to be good stewards of your message and your 
world. Bring your healing, your peace and your love, to all these 
situations and people, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
sure foundation. Amen. 
 
Hymn: 200 Christ is made the sure foundation 
https://youtu.be/5bC0tgG_blE  

https://youtu.be/5bC0tgG_blE

