
Prayers and Reflection 27th June 2021 
 
Hymn: 212 Morning has broken https://youtu.be/BNf6GeyvUr8  
 
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
God of all, we join together as your church 
small in numbers here but great in numbers throughout your 
world.  We join as a small part of your church here in 
Fossoway/Cleish representing those who could not be with us 
today. Aware of their absence and praying thta soon we will be 
worshipping together to join in our praise and adoration fo you. 
 
As your family gathered together today, we join in reaching out to 
you for your grace and your healing. We pray for your help where 
we face challenges, and for your guidance where we have 
barriers to overcome. 
 
God of all, we come to you in sorrow and shame for the times we 
have allowed prejudice to distance us from those you would draw 
close to. We bring to you the times when we have been too proud 
to ask for help and too distracted to help others. 
We acknowledge the times we have been quick to judge those 
we don’t easily identify with, and ignored those whose plight we 
have not taken to heart. We bring before you now in the silence  
all those things that weigh heavy in our hearts and minds asking 
for your forgiveness. SILENCE 
 
Lord Jesus, 
you restored the woman with haemorrhages to her community 
and the stricken child to her parents. You brought healing and 
restoration, new life and love. We thank you for restoring our 
relationship with you and one another through your forgiveness 
and grace. As we step out in thankfulness, may we also reach out 
across barriers to give and to receive, to restore and to heal, 
we ask in your name and join together now in the prayer you 
gave us saying: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

https://youtu.be/BNf6GeyvUr8


but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory for ever Amen. 
 
Bible Readings: Psalm 30, Mark 5:21-43 (NRSVA) 
 
Hymn: 352 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
https://youtu.be/X-dEfvz6Vms  
Reflection 
In our reading from the Gospel of Mark Jairus one of the 
synagogue leaders seeks Jesus presence.  He would have been 
powerful and wealthy and he would have been one of the most 
respected of men in his community. He came to Jesus because 
his daughter was dying and he came to ask for healing. He came 
to ask Jesus to put his hands on his daughter so that she might 
be healed. It must have taken a lot of courage for this pillar of 
society to go to the rebel Jesus to ask for help and healing. In 
doing so, he would have been crossing the boundaries of what 
was understood to be acceptable for a man of his standing and 
position. In doing so he was also, asking Jesus to cross 
boundaries because for Jesus to touch somebody who was dying 
meant that he too would be ritually unclean. Jairus would have 
been very aware of this as he asked Jesus to come and lay his 
hands upon her. As Jesus goes with Jairus to see his daughter, a 
woman in the crowd comes up behind him and touches his cloak 
and she is healed. She had been suffering from some unknown 
bleeding for 12 years and had spent all that she had seeking a 
cure. Now she was destitute and outcast because in the Jewish 
culture and religion her bleeding would have made her ritually 
unclean and anybody spending time with her would have been 
ritually unclean as well and, like her, would not have been 
allowed to associate with others or to go to the synagogue or 
temple.   
 
It must have taken a lot of courage for this woman to reach out 
and touch Jesus because in doing so she was crossing the 
boundaries of her society and culture. It was taboo for a woman 
to touch a man in public even more so when she was one of the 
ritually unclean and she is very frightened when Jesus asks “Who 
touched my clothes?”  But Jesus doesn’t want to punish her in 

https://youtu.be/X-dEfvz6Vms


any way he says to her, “your faith has healed you. Go in peace 
and be freed from your suffering”.  She touches Jesus and she is 
healed. 
 
Jesus continues on with Jairus to his house but by the time they 
arrive they are receiving reports that they are too late and that 
Jairus’ daughter has died.  Jesus ignores all the people at the 
house goes to the child takes her by the hand and tells her to get 
up, and she is healed and she gets up and walks about.  Jesus 
touches her and she is healed. 
 
Healing here is not only physical healing it is a healing that 
restores people to their rightful place in their communities.   
When Jesus says ‘Go in peace’, to the woman, the word he 
would have used that we translate as peace is shalom.  Shalom 
means far more than describing a state of affairs where there is 
no dispute or war:  Shalom means peace in every aspect of ones 
life – personal, social, political – its all to do with health, prosperity 
and welfare, with happiness and safety. It means peace in your 
family, in your home, in your heart, in your nation, in your world. 
It’s a word that is derived from the Hebrew word ‘Shalam’ 
meaning to be safe or complete and whole. 
Shalom, as term and message, seems to encapsulate a reality 
and hope of wholeness for the individual, within societal relations, 
and for the whole world.  But the word ‘shalom’ encapsulates 
wishes for peace – it points to an ongoing process, of actions that 
lead to a state of soundness – of wholeness.  
 
Jesus touches our lives bringing healing not just physical healing 
but a healing touch that sets in process a journey towards 
wholeness and completeness and peace.  Jesus has touched all 
of our lives in different ways. Each one of us here today could 
probably tell a story of healing somewhere in our lives.  Jesus 
continues to touch all of our lives and the lives of our families and 
friends - through us - in so many different ways leading us on a 
journey that takes us to wholeness and completeness. 
Sometimes that healing takes a long time and is not as 
instantaneous as in the stories of the woman and girl in our 
reading today.  



 
Underling these stories of healing, wholeness and restoration 
there is also a sense of challenge, of crossing cultural 
boundaries, of having to move out of comfort zones and 
traditional patterns of thinking. Jairus and the woman had to 
accept that challenge and start thinking and acting in different 
ways. In ways that could have brought censure and further 
punishment and exclusion for them.  Their faith in Jesus helped 
them to find the courage to accept the risk that ultimately led to 
miraculous changes and joy in their lives. 
 
The idea of comfort zones is interesting, this is where we feel 
safe and at ease, we don’t like it when we are asked to change or 
accept changes to the way we think and do. We are always more 
comfortable with the ‘aye been’, than moving towards something 
new. For changes and movement towards something new, mean 
that there is challenge, and risk, and work to do. Yet, look at the 
rewards that were received in these stories today because two 
people had the courage to take the risk and move beyond what 
was normally accepted.  
 
Our safe places can become locked vaults in which we become 
trapped and complacent, and unwilling to see what God knows to 
be possible. Sometimes the disturbing breath or wind of the Holy 
Spirit comes searching us out and pushing us on to find valuable 
treasure elsewhere.  
 
We are treading water at the center of a great whirlpool of change 
at the moment. So many changes have been brought into our 
society because of the pandemic. All we hear is that there will be 
a new normal - we won’t go back to the way it was.  So many 
changes are happening in our National Church that will effect 
changes too in our local churches. Will we be brave enough to 
take the risk? To embrace the changes, or will we remain in 
lockdown, excluded and left out as life goes on. 
 
As each one of us follow their own journey in life we are asked to 
be the healing hands that touch other’s lives, the healing hands 
that help them to know Jesus, that help them to start out on their 



own journey towards healing and wholeness and restoration.  We 
are asked to be the healing hands that reach out to touch our 
broken world to bring healing and wholeness. Can we do that if 
we stay in our comfort zones our safe places? We can embrace 
the changes that are coming knowing that Jesus is with us 
offering his power, his healing, his comfort, his encouragement.  
Knowing that he wants wholeness, restoration and shalom for 
each one of us. Knowing that at the end there is great reward and 
treasure and peace/Shalom. Thanks be to God Amen. 
 
Prayers for Others:  
Holy God, Creator of Life, you call us out of our dark places, 
offering us the grace of new life. When we see nothing but 
hopelessness, you surprise us with the breath of your spirit. 
Call us out of our complacency and routines, set us free from our 
self-imposed bonds, and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion, 
and peace, In the name of Jesus, your anointed one, we pray. 
 
Living God, in our prayers, we bring to you 
those who are desperate for help, 
and those who take great risks in their search for healing. 
We ask your blessing on those who transcend political and 
cultural barriers to take aid and medical care to those in greatest 
need – organisations such as Médecins Sans Frontières – 
and all who work in war zones across the world, 
reaching out to the hungry, the traumatised, the displaced. 
 
Living God, we give thanks for the best work of social media, 
that which brings into our homes the lives of the faces in the 
crowd, and draws us closer to them and their concerns. 
We pray for reporters who risk their lives to bring us news, 
for photographers, camera and sound operators. 
We pray for more opportunities for people's stories to be shared 
and heard, for injustices to be highlighted and positive change to 
be celebrated. And this week, as the new £50 note enters 
circulation, we remember Alan Turing and the good that he did  
and also how badly he was treated, and we pray for the families 
of all those pardoned posthumously, and for an end to human 
injustice. 



 
Living God,  
we pray for those who fear that help will come too late, for all who 
have lost hope, for those who have lost livelihoods, homes, and 
loved ones. We pray for those whose lives have been affected by 
the pandemic, we pray for those waiting for hospital treatment, for 
transplants, for a diagnosis. We pray especially for children who 
are seriously ill and for their families. We pray too for those 
applying for citizenship, especially those waiting to hear if they 
will be sent back to suffering and danger in the countries that they 
have fled from. And we continue to pray for all who make 
decisions about budgets, those who analyse data, those who 
decide policy, those who have the power to prioritise who is 
helped first and who must wait, and those around the world – 
political leaders, scientists and medical staff alike – struggling to 
contain fresh Covid outbreaks. 
 
Lord, we bring before our prayers for those we know personally 
who are in need of prayer today. We especially remember today, 
Tiggy Whithead, and how special she was to our church family in 
Cleish. We pray for your blessing upon Andrew and Naomi and 
all her family and loved ones: may they know your love 
surrounding them, your strength supporting them and your Spirit 
guiding them at this sad and difficult time. We bring our personal 
prayer sin the silence. 
 
Living God, we pray for the church and for one another, that we 
would reach out across barriers of culture and creed with 
faithfulness and integrity. Help us also to reach out to you in 
prayer for guidance, for strength, for wisdom, and to reach out to 
one another as we journey together in Jesus’ name. 
 
Lord, break down the barriers we put up; turn obstacles into 
opportunities and touch those in need of healing, we pray in 
Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Hymn: 530 One more step along the world I go 
https://youtu.be/7w2WhUJHaIo  
 

https://youtu.be/7w2WhUJHaIo

