
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
Loving Heavenly Father,  
we come into your presence with joy and wonder, 
celebrating your goodness and acknowledging your love. 
We give thanks that you have planted us in your vineyard 
that you have grafted us into Christ and tend us with love and 
care. 
We come into your presence conscious of our own sinfulness, 
but rejoicing in your mercy, all too aware of our unworthiness 
yet celebrating your awesome forgiveness. 
We come seeking to worship you, not just for these few moments 
on a Sunday, or in one small part of our lives but in all our 
actions, words and deeds, through the people we are and the 
lives we lead. 
For all the ways we have failed to live as your people, forgive us, 
we pray, and lead us closer to you and teach us your will so that 
what we say with our lips, we may truly practise in our lives to the 
glory of your name. 
 
Plant us in the soil of your grace. Nurture us with the strength of 
Christ, the vine of everlasting life. Enlighten us with the wisdom of 
your Spirit, which flows through us today and all days. Abide in 
us, that we may abide in you and live in your love. In your holy 
name, we pray and join together now in  the words that Jesus 
taught us to pray saying: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory for ever Amen. 
 
Bible Readings: 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8 (NRSVA) 
 
Hymn: 562 Through the love of God, our Saviour  
https://youtu.be/0GCTXMV6Rjg 
 
Reflection 
At this time last year we were truly coming to grips with the reality 
of living through the Coronavirus pandemic. We were being urged 

https://youtu.be/0GCTXMV6Rjg


or encouraged to remain at home, each of us was being asked to 
remain in our abode. Our reading today plays on this image of 
remaining or abiding and raises the question of how do we 
remain or abide with God? How do we stay home or live with and 
in God? 
The purpose or our staying or remaining at home during the 
pandemic was to save lives, to protect and care for one another 
and to protect the NHS so that they would be able to care for us 
when we needed it. 
In our reading today we hear Jesus telling us we need to abide in 
him, we need to dwell or remain in him. This too is a way of 
saving our lives, of protecting and caring for ourselves and others 
but rather than the goal here being to protect the NHS the goal is 
to abide in Christ so that God’s kingdom may grow and so that we 
too can be a place where people find love and care and healing. 

As we heard in our first reading today, love is the central aspect 
in our Christian faith. Religious people over the years have put 
many things above this and it leads to a distorted faith. We can 
put the focus on moral correctness but that leads to a sense of    
self-righteousness and judgmentalism. At times, a focus on 
correct doctrine has been a controlling factor, and that has led to 
a sense of harshness and exclusion. Morality and doctrine are, at 
times, both important aspects of our faith, however, love, as seen 
in Jesus Christ, must be the controlling factor. 

Human love is not an optional extra but is our response to God’s 
love, which came first. St. Paul affirms that it was while we were 
still sinners that Christ died for us, God loved us first and it is his 
love that melts our hardness of heart. It is his love for us that is 
the motivating factor in how we should also live and show love to 
others. 

In our reading from John’s letter it tells us that this love drives out 
fear. The sense of fear comes from an expectation of 
punishment. Over the years religion has sometimes been 
dominated by a sense of fear and punishment and fear has been 
used to control and manipulate people. Love derives out fear for 
an important aspect of love is trust.   



The relationship we have with God in Christ has a different quality 
and character from anything we have known before for in God’s 
love we find safety and trust.  

 We don’t fear those we love, rather any fear we may have is 
about letting them down and that is the nature of the relationship 
the Christian has with God. We know we are accepted as we are, 
that we might become different, we don’t have to prove ourselves 
or fear losing God’s good opinion of us. He already knows the 
truth about us and it didn’t stop him loving us or calling to us to 
follow him. 

This is the love that we too are to show others. If we abide in 
Christ, God’s love should be a vital aspect of all that we say and 
do. This is the badge we wear. This is the fruit we bear. Just as 
we can see a fruit on a branch of a tree others can see this fruit in 
our lives. It is this different way of living and being that others can 
see in us and that calls others to Christ as well…and then, of 
course, we bring fruit in a different way – we bring a harvest of 
others to be fruit as well. 

Many years ago a church were thinking about this mission to 
bring others to be fruit as well and used a nice play on words for 
their slogan ‘Love won another.’ In loving, we show the nature of 
God in Christ – in loving we bring others to Christ as well and 
show them the way of Christ they should follow. 

Last week we were thinking about Christ as the cornerstone and 
how we are built on to that cornerstone. Today we think about 
how we are grafted into Christ.  As most gardeners know plants 
are grafted for many positive reasons.   

In modern vine growing there are constant changes in demand as 
tastes change. Grafting new varieties of vine onto original root 
stock enables the vintner to keep up with market trends quickly 
and easily. The original root stock – the true vine – remains, but 
the fruit produced is what is desired by the vintner in response to 
the need. Of course, what is grafted into the vine is what actually 
produces the fruit, but unless it is fully grafted, it won’t produce 
anything. When we consider that we are the grafts, we begin to 
see just how many ‘varieties’ of fruit there are out there. 



Each of us is unique, with our own individual potential according 
to God’s plan and purpose for us. The fruit we bear is different to 
the fruit of others. We’re all grafted into the true vine, but the 
outworking of that bond will always vary. This speaks of our 
individual relationship with Christ. While we’re all still ‘branches,’ 
each of us has something different to offer – a rich and abundant 
harvest purposed for us by the vintner, who is God, and 
empowered by the true vine who is Christ. In this way, God is 
able to meet every single need, because no harvest remains the 
same. What He needs in one place will differ to what is needed in 
another. The variety He selects will, when grafted into the true 
vine, produce what is needed according to His will. 
 
Fruit-producing vines are often vulnerable to pests and diseases. 
This is another reason for grafting into strong root stock that is 
pest and disease resistant. The strong, hardy root stock – the true 
vine – is actually able to protect the grafted branches. They are, 
therefore, less susceptible to all the things that could destroy 
them or prevent them producing healthy fruit. In other words, they 
are grafted into the protection of the root stock and flourish and 
produce the fruit that the vintner intends. 
 
Christ is our life and our protection. While we remain rooted in 
him – while we abide in him – we have His protection against 
anything that could destroy us or prevent us fulfilling our divine 
purpose to bear fruit for his glory.  
 
New vines actually take three to four years before they produce 
and another three to four years before any meaningful harvest. 
This time is dramatically reduced by grafting three to four-year-old 
stock into an established root stock. The ‘new’ vine will actually 
start producing within a year. In essence, it reaches maturity in a 
much shorter period. The life of the root stock – the true vine – 
works to bring the grafted stock to maturity much faster, meaning 
an earlier harvest. 
 
When we are grafted into Christ his life, wisdom, truth, and power 
bring us to maturity far quicker than if we rely on ourselves to 



achieve it. When we abide in Jesus, His life flows through us. It 
invigorates us and transforms us, and empowers us to bear fruit. 
 
So, how do we abide, live or dwell in Christ? The reality is that no 
stock will produce fruit unless the graft ‘takes.’ It must mesh with 
the root stock so that they share one life. The union is so 
complete that the sap that flows through the graft is the same that 
flows through the root stock.  
There is no separation and no distinction. The root stock – the 
true vine – supplies all that is needed, and the graft bears the 
fruit. 
What’s important here is that the graft has no choice in whether it 
bears fruit or not. If it doesn’t ‘abide,’ it bears no fruit and 
ultimately dies. If it abides, the root stock supplies and the graft 
automatically produces fruit.  
 
How do we abide in the true vine, how do we make that graft 
stronger? That’s all about our spiritual life of prayer and worship 
as we grow in knowledge and develop our relationship to Christ 
so our graft grows stronger. 
 
So, you can see that bearing fruit is not the main objective here, 
abiding in Christ is. When we abide in Christ, when we make him 
our home, we cannot help but bear fruit. It’s the natural 
outworking of our union with him and our purpose in him. All we 
need to do is root ourselves deep every single day and drink of 
the Living Water that is our life…and the fruit will grow. 
Thanks be to God Amen. 
 
Prayers for Others:  
Jesus Christ, the true vine, in our need we come to you, 
in weakness, needing your strength for we too easily become dry 
and lifeless without your life-giving spirit.  
Jesus Christ, the true vine, teach us to abide in you 
and so to find your life flowing in us giving strength and vigour to 
our discipleship. 
 
And as we come closer to you our lives are drawn closer to 
others. Our minds turn to images of violence we have seen on the 



news in places of fear and terror, and to where people are at 
loggerheads, over race, religion, land, power. 
 
Our thoughts turn to the many places struggling to control the 
Coronavirus pandemic and the many who are ill or mourning the 
loss of loved ones. We especially think of those in India, Brazil 
and Sri Lanka today. 
 
Our thoughts turn to Christians living with persecution 
who face danger, simply for being linked to you. 
Father, prune back all that stands in the way of peace. 
 
Our thoughts turn to people in leadership and power – 
who have decisions to make over the economy 
and people whose jobs and livelihood will be affected. 
We pray for our nation, and its leaders and for our government in 
this time of unrest and recovery and pending elections. Lord, we 
pray, that through your guidance the right government will be 
chosen to lead us in the years ahead.  
 
Our thoughts turn to the Queen and the members of her family 
during this period of mourning and to all who feel the sadness of 
losing a loved one. 
 
On our hearts are people in need in our church and community. 
Wherever hearts are breaking, bodies are failing, minds are 
confused families are ruptured: 
 
Lord, come with your help and healing, your guidance, your 
peace and your love and comfort to all of these people and 
places in our minds today. Be with us your church gathered 
today, as we give thanks for the saints of the past and the fruit 
they have borne in our community and beyond. Like them, help 
us to always abide in you that we may be fruitful and bring glory 
to Your name. Through Jesus Christ, the true vine. Amen  
 
Hymn: 533 Will you come and follow me 
https://youtu.be/zk6IUalJ3sk 
 

https://youtu.be/zk6IUalJ3sk

