
Hymn: 214 New every morning is the love 
https://youtu.be/QPZn-4ZyGJI 
 
Bible Readings: 1 John 5:9-13 John 17:6-19 (NRSVA) 
 
Prayer Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
God of yesterday, tomorrow and today, 
we are children of the world you love and care for. 
We praise you, heavenly Father,  
for calling us into relationship with you. 
We praise you, Lord Jesus, 
for the power of your name and the protection of your prayers. 
We praise you, Holy Spirit, 
for your guidance and gifts that enable us to draw others to you. 
For you are faithful in times of uncertainty, strong when we are 
weak, and the breath of all our being, 
the energy of all our doing and the peace of all our resting. 
 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
when we have turned away from your word 
and immersed ourselves in the distractions of the world. 
Forgive us, when we have sought to belong to the world 
and compromised your truth to fit in. 
Forgive us, when we have bickered among ourselves 
and not shown the world that we are one. 
Forgive us, when we have distanced ourselves 
from those you have called us to serve. 
Forgive us, O God; protect us and unite us. 
 
Gracious God, 
we thank you for the enduring prayer of Jesus for his disciples 
which reaches and reassures us today as we walk in their 
footsteps, reminding us that we are not alone 
but protected, empowered, forgiven, 
and surrounded by your grace every step of the way. 
We bring you our prayer and thanksgiving in the name of Jesus 
Christ who taught us to pray saying:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

https://youtu.be/QPZn-4ZyGJI


Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we  
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory for ever Amen. 
 
Hymn: 200 Christ is made the sure foundation 
https://youtu.be/5bC0tgG_blE 
 
Reflection 
Today is Ascension Sunday because it was Ascension Day last 
Thursday. The account of the ascension of Jesus can be found at  
Acts 1:6-11: The Ascension of Jesus (NRSVA) 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up towards 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.’ 
 
In this Bible reading we find several promises 
 -  the promise that although Christ is leaving them he will return 
again 
 – the promise that they, his disciples, will be witnesses to all that 
Christ has said and done and promised and will take this word to 
the ends of the earth.  
This could have been a very daunting prospect for them, 
however, they are also given the promise that they will receive 
power to do this when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. It’s this 
coming of the Holy Spirit which we will celebrate on Pentecost 
Sunday next week. 
 

https://youtu.be/5bC0tgG_blE


 
It’s during this period of time, from Ascension Day on 13th May till 
the 23rd May Pentecost Sunday that we have been asked to 
follow the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, which is a global prayer 
movement that invites Christians around the world to pray from 
Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know 
Jesus. 
 
Since its start in May 2016 God has grown Thy Kingdom Come 
initiative from a dream of possibility into a movement. 
Christians from 172 countries have taken part in praying ‘Come 
Holy Spirit’, so that friends and family, neighbours and 
colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ. 
This praying together has crossed all boundaries of diversity 
and difference as every person, household and church is 
encouraged to pray in their own way. Surveys carried out have 
shown that an astonishing percentage of people said they were 
praying for family and friends to come to faith in Jesus. 
 
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, we are being asked 
to, deepen our own relationship with Jesus through our own 
personal prayer, we are being asked to pray for 5 friends or 
family members to come to faith in Jesus and we are being 
asked to pray for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit so that 
we can be effective in our lives of witness just like those first 
disciples were. 
 
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with 
Mary, constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they 
waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like 
them, our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our 
own we can do nothing. 
 
Following that example there has been a long tradition for 
Christians at this time of year to gather together and pray for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up 
this tradition. This is a time to pray that the Holy Spirit will 
equip and inspire us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with our friends and families, and our communities.  So that 



those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, and 
respond and follow Him.  
 
Our Gospel reading from John’s Gospel today is a supreme 
example of prayer for us to follow. Before his arrest, Jesus prays 
for his friends that they may be one as he is one with the Father. 
He asks that they may be protected in the uncertain times they 
face and made holy, that they would be set apart from the world’s 
unbelief by the truth about who Jesus is. 
The way in which Jesus prays helps us to understand the breadth 
and potential of prayer – not a formula of words, but an ongoing 
conversation and relationship with Jesus in God, that helps to 
inform and shape everything that we are and everything that we 
do. It is as if Jesus looks for the coming of God’s kingdom in the 
unity, joy and faithfulness of his disciples (vv.11,13,17). It is this 
unity, joy and faithfulness that is as much a witness to Christ as 
any words we can share. 

Throughout his Gospel, John refocuses the humiliation and 
tragedy of Jesus’ brutal execution. He likens it to the liberating 
sacrifice of the Passover Lamb (1.29), or the healing serpent that 
Moses raised up in the desert (3.14), or the tender care of the 
shepherd (10.11ff), or the fruitful seed that falls into the ground 
and dies (12.24ff), or the slave’s washing of feet (13.1ff). Here the 
death that takes Jesus away from his friends is his prayer for 
them, and for all who will believe through their testimony (17.20-
26).  
 
Naturally these written words are read by all of Jesus followers 
from the first disciples to each of us today. As such we read these 
words as those who know the crucified and risen Christ.  
Not only does Jesus pray for those early Christians anxious after 
his death, he also prays with - them and us, as they, and we - 
are all drawn into the offering of his whole life.  
This, then, is a new perspective on what it means to ‘ask in my 
name’: it is to allow our life to be moulded by the vision that 
shapes Christ’s Passion and death – the vision of God’s Kingdom 
that will grow to the ends of the earth. 
 



As he prayed for us and for God’s kingdom we too now pray for 
those we know and love to come to know our Saviour too and in 
so doing we help to achieve Christ’s vision and grow the Kingdom 
of God. Amen 
 
Prayers for Others:  
Our gracious, eternal God,  
we thank you for the challenges which life brings.  
It also brings changes which sometimes throw us into crisis.   
Be with us in such times in our Christian community.  Like the 
early disciples help us in our common life to find your guidance in 
our collective decisions. 
 
Help us to approach our decisions seeking your guidance through 
prayer. Help us to examine our own hearts for any unseemly 
motives. Help us to focus on the common good and not be driven 
by our own selfish interests. Help us to seek consensus and 
never be satisfied with power plays and divisiveness. Help us all 
to share in our mutual ministry. Help and inspire us to be diligent 
in prayer and to share your message with others. 
 
Lead us forward and help us to create a community that crosses 
churches and denominations, a community where love, 
acceptance, and mutuality are expressed, where joy abounds, 
and where results are achieved because we are all working hand 
in hand together.  May it be said of us as it was said of old:  “See 
how those Christians love one another.” 
 
We ask that you would save us from ever being  
a cloistered cell which seeks escape from our world.  
Instead, open the windows of our souls to the world and its 
needs.  Send us forth to herald the good news of Jesus, to be 
your servants to those in need, to visit the sick and the 
imprisoned, to remember the forgotten in our society, and to work 
for justice and peace.  
 
As Jesus prayed for his disciples we too now pray for our world 
We pray for peace in Israel the land of Jesus birth where so much 
unrest is being felt. 



We pray for peace in Afghanistan where people were killed and 
injured as they celebrated the end of Eid in their mosque.  
We pray for peace in Colombia where 42 have been killed in anti-
government protests. 
We pray for those countries hit in devastating ways by the Corona 
Virus pandemic especially India, Brazil, Mexico, the Ukraine and 
South Africa. 
 
We pray for those we know and love who are in need of prayer 
today for whatever reason and those situations and people hat lie 
heavy in our thoughts and hearts. SILENCE 
Lord we leave all these people and places and concerns in your 
hands and pray for your love, peace and healing. 

As we approach our annual General Assembly we pray for the 
Church across Scotland – traditional denominations, independent 
streams, fledgling fresh expressions – that you would equip it with 
all necessary grace for the challenges of this day. Bind us 
together, as Christ prayed, in loving unity,. 

We pray for the Church of Scotland, for all who serve within it and 
for all who turn to it seeking light and love. Grant it a sure sense 
of where you are leading; strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow. We pray for your guidance and vision for all our 
commissioners at the General Assembly  

We pray for our own congregations in these days of pandemic, 
asking that you would give us the persevering spirit of those of 
our forebears who came through seasons of great challenge. 

We pray with thanks for the saints now gathered around your 
throne, that their witness to the gospel was strong and true. 

And we pray for ourselves for we are the Church, the individual 
parts which make up the Body of Christ on earth. Inspired by 
Your word, shaped by Your Spirit, send us out to be salt and light 
to your world and to spread your message. 
We pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Hymn: 462 The King of Love my Shepherd is 
https://youtu.be/iu83WQdQ7-Y  

https://youtu.be/iu83WQdQ7-Y

