
Call to Worship  
Jesus entered into Jerusalem humbly on a donkey, 
seeking to transform the people. 
People gathered from everywhere to wave palm branches 
and praise him as royalty. 
Jesus enters into our lives humbly, 
seeking to transform our hearts and minds. 
Let us worship our King Jesus together, 
and receive him into our presence. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Amen 
 
Hymn: 364 Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang 
https://youtu.be/nGRakE8KnFU  
 
Prayer of Approach and Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
Loving Heavenly Father, 
as we gather and remember this day 
how Jesus entered Jerusalem to cries of celebration 
help us to welcome him afresh into our own hearts and lives. 
Hosanna to the Son of David, glory in the highest heaven. 
 
Gracious God, 
like your people long ago we do not always see clearly: 
our faith shallow and self centred, 
we do not always understand as we should, 
our praise short-lived and superficial. 
 
Let us know once again the assurance of 
your grace, mercy and forgiveness. 
Take the faith we offer, weak though it may sometimes be, 
and deepen it through this day and beyond, 
so that we may truly welcome Christ our King 
and worship him with joyful praises 
and willing hearts now and always. 
and we ask these our prayers in the name of that some Jesus 
Christ our King of kings who taught us to pray saying: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

https://youtu.be/nGRakE8KnFU


Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we  
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory for ever Amen. 
 
Bible Reading: Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV) Philippians 2:1-11 (CEV) 
 
Hymn: 458 At the name of Jesus 
https://youtu.be/OI2rKRCWmOU 
 
Reflection 
In the name of… 
I’m not sure how you feel about it but for me there seems to be 
something quite strange today in thinking of crowds of people 
gathering together to welcome Jesus to Jerusalem. 
We’ve lived a year now mostly under the restrictions imposed 
upon us because of the Coronavirus pandemic. We can’t even go 
to see family, never mind gather in large crowds.  
Some of us will remember large crowds in church on past Palm 
Sundays and processions around the church with children waving 
palm branches and singing the joyful songs of praise that we 
associate with Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
Today at least we can open our churches. Yet, we still have to sit  
apart whether in church or on zoom. In church we sit/sat with 
masks on… and whether in church or on zoom we cannot 
physically sing together but we can hear the joyful songs 
recorded from years gone by, we can sing in our hearts in church 
and on zoom we can sing in our homes.  
Part of our thanksgivings today has to be for the fact that we can 
still worship our God and King.  
Perhaps as we think about some of the restrictions under which 
we have had to live this past year we can begin to have some 
small inkling of what it might have been like for the Israelites so 
long ago who were living under the occupation of the Roman 
Empire. Their freedoms had been taken away.  
The Jewish nation had been under Roman rule for over a century 
and before that they had been invaded by one nasty imperial 
power after another.  The Roman Empire was huge and Israel 
was a tiny nation in comparison.  The only hope for the people to 

https://youtu.be/OI2rKRCWmOU


get out of this present situation of Roman power and dominion 
was the promised Messiah. 
The Sunday that Jesus entered Jerusalem was the one preceding 
Passover. In the weeks leading up to Passover, thousands of 
Jewish pilgrims streamed to Jerusalem. As they gathered, hope 
for liberation from the occupying empire grew, rumours flew, and 
secret plans for revolution were hatched and many Jews looked 
for the arrival of their Messiah, a King anointed by God to bring 
freedom 
So as you can imagine, the Roman government also prepared for 
Passover. They increased the military presence in Jerusalem and 
arrested any would-be Messiahs. Near Passover, the governor 
entered the city gates on a warhorse, traveling in an impressive 
procession of horses and men, decked with glinting swords, 
Roman shields, and imperial red uniforms.  
There was no warhorse for Jesus, just a donkey on loan. Yet the 
humble donkey was the mount of the old kings of Israel. 
There was no army, just a rag-tag assortment of unemployed 
fisherman, an errant tax collector and some others yet these were 
the people who would establish the church and worship their Lord 
as King of Kings and take his message to all the four corners of 
the earth. 

This Messiah was no vanquisher of Romans, just a Galilean 
rabbi. There would be a crown, but not the kind anybody 
expected. There would be a throne, a throne on a hill named 
Calvary. And in the end there would be a very great victory; the 
enemy would be vanquished, but not the enemy, or the victory 
anybody expected.  

The symbolism is powerful. Jesus arrived not as a military leader, 
not on a large charger, like Pilate -  not making an entrance that 
was designed to intimidate or assert his authority. Yet the 
message of Jesus is far more revolutionary and powerful than 
any political and military ploy and plot.   
 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey is a parody of imperial 
power – there’s no swords, no horses, no flags just a procession 
of disciples and members of the crowd throwing their cloaks 
before the hooves of a donkey and shouting about peace in 
heaven -  no great conqueror on a great steed just a man on a 



donkey.  Yet, those cloaks were priceless to the people who 
owned them particularly if they were poor. 
For us today there are no crowds, no processions of welcome, no 
waving of palms, but we join together in worship to name Jesus 
our King, to bow before him and to honour and praise him, to 
welcome him into our hearts, to offer our treasured possessions 
and the love of our hearts.  
Just as he accompanies us on our journey through our lives, 
through the good and the bad, we accompany him now in our 
hearts and minds as he begins that fateful journey that would 
bring him much suffering and pain and death but which brings us 
the glory of resurrection and life eternal. Amen. 
 
Prayers for Others:  
Loving God, 
we thank you for this day of celebration. 
We thank you that some of the burden of pandemic restrictions 
has been lifted and we can enjoy a little more freedom. 
We think of today and this week ahead and all it holds: 
Your Son Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey as a different 
kind of king. You call your followers to be different too. So, we 
pray, for the Church that Christians may bear the fruit of your 
Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Take firm root in our 
lives so that we may lovingly serve and welcome all with no 
exceptions. May we live together in your love and shine as lights 
in the darkness to reveal your glory in the world. 
Lord in your love…Hear our prayer 

 
Loving God 
At the Last Supper, Jesus washed his Disciples’ feet as an 
example of service. We pray for all those who serve at this time 
of Coronavirus crisis – all those in the NHS, Social care; the 
other essential services; all who volunteer or are good 
neighbours there for one another. We thank you for their 
compassionate love and care and ask that you will continue to 
bless their work and to strengthen and equip them with the 
energy and determination they need to go on rising to the 
needs of the hour. Lord in your love… Hear our prayer 



 
Loving God, 
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus experienced distress and 
anguish over what lay ahead. We pray for all who are 
experiencing distress and anguish at the present time. All those 
with the virus; at home or in hospital; those fearful for others; 
those whose jobs have vanished; whose futures are in great 
doubt. We thank you for all the efforts made on their behalf and 
pray that we may all receive your peace and love. 
Lord in your love…Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God, 
In Jesus, you love the whole world. So, we continue to pray for 
those areas where normal, daily life is violence, war and 
grinding poverty. We continue to remember the situation in 
Syria, Yemen, Myanmar, and Mozambique. We pray that as we 
approach Easter, peace may begin to take root even in these 
dark places. Lord in your love…Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God, 
On the cross as Jesus died, your love was glorified. Thank you 
that He was obedient to death and that you raised Him on high 
so we know that not even death can separate us from your 
love. You have redeemed us by love. Jesus is the light of the 
world; a light which eternally shines and brings hope, that no 
darkness can quench. Today, we commend all who have died 
to your eternal joy and care. We remember all virus victims, and 
our own loved ones too. You turn our darkness into light. In 
your light shall we see light. Merciful Father, accept these 
prayers for the sake of you Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ our 
King of Kings. Amen 
 
Hymn: 365 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
https://youtu.be/Zo5pfl6z6lA 
 
Benediction  
 

https://youtu.be/Zo5pfl6z6lA

